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ADVER TIS EM EN 


(OPI el desta 


French EDITOR. 


F cruth, when 1s ftravs from probability, 
ufually lofes its credit in the cye of rea- 
fon, 1t 1s for a fhort time only; but, let 
it contradict piewudice ever fo iittle, and fel- 
dom fhallit find grace betore that, tribunal. 
What then ought not the editor of this 
woik to fear, in prefenting to the public the 
letters of a young Peruvian, whofe file and 
thoughts fo little ag.ee with the mean idca 
which an untuft prejudice has caufed us to 
form of her nation ? 

Fnriched by the precious fporls of Pers, 
we ought, at leaft, to regard the inhabitants 
of that pait of the woild as a magnificent 
people , and the fentiment of refpeét is not 
very remote fiom the idea of magnificence. 

But fo prejudiced ate we always in our 
own favoun, that we tate the merit of other 
nations not only in tropoition as their man- 

ge, Gels 


Cy) 
ners imitate ours, but in proportion as their 
tongues approach nearer to our Idiom. How 
can one bea Perfian ? * 

We defpife the Zzdzans, and hardly grant 
a thinking foul to thofe unhappy people : 
yet their hiftory 1s in every one’s hands, and 
abounds with monuments of the fagacity of 
their minds, and the folidity of their philo- 
fophy. 

The apologift of humanity and of beau- 
tiful nature has traced the out-lines of the 
fudon manners in a dramatic poem, the 
jubyect of which divides the glory with the 
execution. 

With fo much light given us into the 
characters of thefe people, there fhould 
feem no room to fear that original letters, 
which only exhibit what we already know 
of the lively and natural wit of the Zzdans, 
are in danger of pafling for afichon. But, 
hath prejudice any eyes? There is no fecu- 
rity again{t its judgment, and we fhould 
have been careful not to fubmit this work to 
it, if its empire had been without bounds 

It feems neeclefs to give notice, that the 


firft 


* The tranfator apprehends this Sentence to be a 
faurical repetition after fome other Fs ench author 
Bhere were a few ftrokes marked in the fame manner 
in one or two of the letters, which he did not take no- 
tice of, as he fuppofed they would be unintelligible to 
the Engl reader 


Cve) 
firft letters of Zika were tranflated by her- 
felf every one mutt eafily judge, that, be- 
ing compofed in a language, and traced in 
a manner equally unknown to us, this col- 
leétion could never have reached us, 1f the 
fame hand had not writ them 1n our tongue. 

We owe this tranflation to Zz/a’s leure 
in her retreat : her complaifance in commu- 
nicating them to the chevalier Deterville, 
and the permiffion he at laft obtained to 
keep them, were the means that conveyed 
them into our hands 

It will eafily be feen, by the faults of 
grammar and negligence of ftile, that we 
have been {crupuloufly careful not to take 
away any thing of the genuine fpirit that 
reigns in this work. We have been con- 
tent with fuppreffing: (efpecially in the firft 
letters) a great number of Oriental * terms 
and comparifons, which efcaped Zzlta, 
though fhe knew the French tongue perfectly 
well when fhe tranflated them: we have 
only left fo many of them as may fhew the 
neceffity of retrenching the reft. 

We thought it poffible alfo to give a 
more intelligible turn to certain mataphyfi- 
cal ftrokes, which might have appeared ob- 

A 


3 {cure ; 


* The French editor here ufes Orzental for lofty and 
frwellng, though the Peruvians, with refpect to us, are. 
certainly an Occedental people. 


Cavite) 
fcure ; but this we have done without chang- 
ing the thought itfelf. This 1s the only pait 


that the editor has had in this fingular 
work, 


*.* The tranflator begs leave juft to add, 
that, as he went through his taf with pe- 
culiar pleafure, he hopes he has done juftice 
to a work which he looks upon to have 
great beauty in the original. The Peruvian 
charater, as far as we know it from hiftory, 
joined to that of good fenfe, obftinate vir- 
tue, tender fentiments, and unchangeable 
affections, cannot be more ftrongly and na- 
turally painted than in the letters of Zila ; 
nor do we often fee the progrefs of the hu- 
man mind fo correctly and expreffively 
drawn as in thefe letters. 
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LET TRS 


Written by a 


PERUVIAN LADY. 
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Z At my dear Aza / the cries of thy 
tender Z:/2, like a morning vapour, 
exhale and are diffipated before they 
arrive in thy prefence, mmvamI_ calt 
fj thee to my fuccour, sn vain I expect 
| thy love to come, and break the 
z <== chains of my flavery alas! perhaps 
the misfortunes I am ignorant of are the moft terrible ! 
perhaps thy woes furpafs even mine 
The city of the fun, delivered to the furv of a bar- 
barous nation, fhould make my eyes o’erflow with 
tears but my grief, my fears, my defpair, are for 
thee alone 
Dear foul of my life, what didft thou in that fright- 
fol tumult ? Was tny courage fatal or ufelefs to thee * 
A 4 Cruel 





( 8 ) 


Cruel alternative! mortal inquietude' O my dear 
Aza, may’ft thou yet live in fafety, and may I fink, 
if it be needful, under the sls that opprefs me 

Since the terrible moment (which fhould have been 
f{natch'd out of the chain of tume, and replunged into 
the eternal ideas) fince the moment of horror wherein 
thefe impious favages bore me away from the worfhip 
of the Sun, from myfelf, from thy love; retained in 
ftrait captivity, deprived of all communication, 1¢no- 
rant of the language of thefe fierce men, I experience 
only the effects of misfortune, without being able to 
difcover the caufe of it Plung’d in an abyfs of ob- 
{cunty, my days refemble the moft dreadful nights 

Far from being affected with my complaints, my 
ravulhers are not touch’d even with my tears, equally 
deaf to my language, and to the cnes of my defparr. 

What people are there fo favage, as to be unmov’d 
at the figns of anguifh? What dreary defart could 
produce human beings, infenfible to the voice of 
groaning nature’? O the barbarians, favage matters of 
the thunder*, and of the power to exterminate ; 
cruelty 1s the fole guide of their adtions Aza 'haw 
wilt thou efcape their fury ? Where art thou? In 
what fituation? Lf my life 1s dear to thee, inform me 
of thy deftiny. 

Alas! how is mine changed. Whence can it be, 
that days, in themfelves fo hke one another, fhould, 
with re{pect tome, have fuch fatal differences ? Time 
rolls on, darknefs fucceeds light, nothing in nature 
appears out of place - and I, but now fupremely hap- 
py, lo I am fallen into the horror of defpair ; nor 
was there an interval to prepare me for ths fearful 


€ 
Thou knoweft, O delight of my heart, that on that 
terrible day, that day for ever dreadful, the triumph 
of our union was to have fhone forth Scarce did it 
begin to appear, when, impatient to execute a ih 
je 
* Alluding to the Cannon 


(aga) 


ject which my tendemefs had mfpired me with in the 
mght, Iran to my Quipos *, and, taking advantage 
of the filence which then reign’d in the temple, 
haften’d to my knotting, m hopes that by their af- 
fiftance I might render immortal the hiftory of our love 
and our felicity. - 

AsI proceeded ia my work, the undertaking ap- 
peared to me lefs difficult , the clue of innumerable 
threads, by degrees, grew under my fingers a faith- 
ful pamting of our actions and our fentiments, as 
"twas heretofore the imterpreter of our thoughts dar- 
ing the long intervals of our abfence from each other. 
Wholly taken up with my employment, I forgot how 
time paffed, when a confufed noife awaken’d my {p1- 
rits, and made my heart beat. I thought the happy 
moment was arrived, and that the hundred gates + 
were opening to give a free paffage to the fun of my 
days: precipitately I hid my Qurpes under a lappet of 
my robe, and ran to meet thee. 

But how horrible was the fpectacle that appeared be- 
fore my eyes? The fearful idea of it will never be 
effaced aut of my memory. 

The pavement of the temple ftained with blood ; 
the image of the Sun trodden under foot; our affright- 
ed virgins flying before a troop of furious foldiers, 
who mafiacred all that oppofed their paflage, our 
Mamas } expiring under their wounds, their gar- 
ments full burning with the fire of the thunder ; the 

| groans 


* A great number of ftrings of different colours, 
which the Jzdans ufe, far want of writing, in ae- 
counting the pay of their troops, and the number of 
their people Some Authors pretend, that they make 
ufe of them alfo to tranfmit to pofterity the memorable 
athons of their Jncas 

+ In the temple of the Sun were a hundred gates, 
which the Jxca only had power to have opened, 


, } A kind of Governantes over the virging of the. 
un. 


(ED) 


groans of difmay, the cries of rage, fpreading dread 
and horror on every fide, brought me at laft to a fenfe 
of my mifery. 

Being returned to myfelf, I found that by a natu- 
ral, and almoft involuntary motion I was got behind 
the altar, which I embraced There I faw the bar- 
barians pais by~ I did not dare to give free paflage 
to my penting breath, for fear it fhould cof me my 
life I remarked, however, that the effects of ther 
cruelty abated at the fight of the precious ornaments 
that overfpread the temple , that they feized thofe 
whofe luftre ftruck them moft feclingly, and that 
they even plucked off the plates of gold that hned the 
walls I judged that theft was the motive of their 
barbanty, and that, to avoid death, my only way 
Was to conceal myfelf from their fight. I defigned to 
have got out of the temple, to have been conducted 
to thy palace, to have demanded of the Capa Inca * 
fucceurs, and an afylum for my compamtons and me 
but no fooner did I attempt to ftir, but I was arreft- 
ed. Oh my dear dza’ then did I tremble' thefe 
impious dared to lay their hands upon the daughter of 
the Sun. 

Torn from the facred abode, dragge’d ignommuoufly 
out of the temple, I faw for the firft time the threfhold 
of the celeitial gate, which I ought not have pafled 
but with the enfigns of royalty + Inftead of the 
flowers which fhould have been ftrewed under my 
feet, I faw the ways covered with blood and car- 
nage inftead of the honours of the throne, which I 
was to have been partaker of with thee, a flave un- 
der the laws of tyranny, fhut up in an obfcure prifon, 
the place that I occupy 1m the univerfe is bounded by 
the extent of my being. A mat, bathed with tears, 

receives 


* The general name of the reigning Incas. 

+ The virgins confecrated to the Sun evitered the 
temple almoft as foon as born, and never came out ull 
toe daj of their marriage. 


( tr ) 


receives my body fatigued by the torments of my 
foul But, dear fupport of my hfe, how light wall 
all thefe evils be to me, of I can but learn that thou 
breatheft ? 

In the mid of this horrible defolation, I know not 
by what happy chance [ have preferved my Quepos. 
I have them in poffeffion, my dear Aza ; they are the 
treafure of my heart, as they ferve to interpret both 
thy love and mine the fame knots which fhall in- 
form thee of my exiftence, changing their form under 
thy hands, will inftruét mealfo in thy deftiny Alas! 
by what way fhall I convey them to thee ? By what 
addrefs can they be reftor’d to me again? I am igno- 
rant at prefent: but the fame underftanding, which 
taught us their ufe, will fuggef to us the means to 
deceive our tyrants. Whoever the faithful Chagu: * 
may be that fhall bring thee this precious depofit, I 
fhall envy his happinefs He will fee thee, my dear 
Aza; and I would give all the days allotted me by the 
Sun to enjoy thy prefence one momd¢nt 





DE TATE Rear 


AY the tree of virtue, my dear Aza, for ever 

fpread its fhadow over the pious citizen who 
received under my window the myfterious tiffue of my 
thoughts, and delivered it into thy hands. May Pa- 
cha-Camac + prolong his years, as the recompence of 
his addrefs in conveying to me divine pleafures with 
thy anfwer, 

The treafures of love are open to me , I draw from 
thence a delicious yoy that inebnates my foul While 
I unravel the fecrets of thy heart, my own bathes it 
felf in a fea of perfumes Thou liveft, and the chains 
that were to unite us are not broken. So much feli- 


cit 
* Meffenger : 
t The Creator God, more powerful than the Sun. 


ae 


city was the obje& of my defires, but not of my 
hopes. 

Whiiit I abandoned all thought of myfelf, my fears 
for thee deprived me of all pleafure Thou reftoreft 
to me all that I had loft I tafte long draughts of the 
Aveet fatisfaGion of pleafing thee, of being praifed by 
thee, of being approved by him I love. But, dear 
4za, while I fwim 1m thefe delights, 1] do not forget 
that I owe to thee whatI am As the rofe draws his 
brilliant colours from the rays of the fun, fo the 
charms which pleafe thee in my fpint and fentiments 
are the benefits of thy lummous genms; nothing 1s 
mie, but my tendernefs. 

If thou hadit been an ordinary man, I had remain- 
ed in that nothingnefs, to wiich my fex 1s comdemn- 
ed, but thou, not the flave of cuitom, haft bioken 
the barrier, in order to elevate me to thyfelf Thou 
didfi not fuffer a being like thy own to be confined to 
the humble advantage of only gi.ing life to thy pofte- 
nty: it was thy pleafure that our divine dmutas * 
fhould adorn my underftanding with their fublime in- 
telligences But © light of my hfe, could I have re- 
folved to abandon my tranquil ignorance, and engage 
in the painful occupation of ftudy, had it not been 
for the defire of pleafing thee? Without a defire to 
merit thy efteem, thy confidence, thy refpe€t, by vir- 
tues which fortify love, and which love renders vo- 
Juptuous, I had been only the object of thy eyes; 
abfence would already have effaced me out of thy re- 
membrance 

But, alas ! 2f thou loveft me full, why am I in fla- 
very ? Cafting a look upon the walls of my prifon, 
my joy difappears, horror ferzes me, and my fears are 
renew d ‘They have not robbed thee of liberty, yet 
thou comeft not to my fuccour Thou haft becn in- 
formed of my fituation, and it 1s not changed No, 
my dear Aza, among thofe favage people, whom 
thou calleft Spantards, thou art not fo free as thou 

unaginelt 

* Ipdion Philofophers, 


HED 

imagineft thyfelf I behold as many figns of flavery 
in the honours which they render thee, as in my own 
captivity 

Thy goodne% feduces thee, thou thinkeft the pro- 
mifes, which thofe barbarians make thee by their in- 
terpreters, finceie, becaufe thy own words are invio- 
lable, but I, who underftand not their language, 
whom they think not woithy to be deceived, behold 
their actions 

Thy fubyects take them for gods, and join their 
paity Omydeai 4x7, wretched the people who are 
determined by fear! x ricate thylelf from thy error, 
and fufpeét the falfe goodnefs of thefe foreigners 
Abandon thy empire, fince the Jxca V2, acoch2 * has 
predicted its deftruction 

Redeem thy hfe and thy liberty at the price of thy 
power, thy grandeur, and thy treafures the gifts of 
niture aloie wil then 1emain to thee, and our days 
fh ull pafs in fafety 

Rich in the poffefor of our hearts, great by our 
virtues, powerful by our moderation, we fhall in a 
cottaze enjoy the heaven, the earth, and our mutual 
tendernefs 

Thou wilt be more a king in reigning over my 
foul, than in doubting of the afe&ion of a people 
without number my fubmifion to thy will fhall 
caufe thee to enjoy, without tyranny, the undifputed 
right of commanding While I obey thee, I will 
make thy empire refound with my joyous fongs, thy 
diadem + fhall be alwavs the work of my hands, and 


thou fhalt 1ofe nothing of royalty but the cares and 
fatigues. 


How 


* Viracocha was looked uzon as a God, and the 
Indians firmly believe that at Ins death he predicted 
rh the Spanzasads fhould dethrone one of his defcen- 

ants 

+ The diadem of the Jzcas was akind of fringe 
wrought by the virgins of the Sun. 


ae Chee 


How often, dear foul of my life, haft thou com- 
plained of the duties of thy rank? How have the ce- 
remonies, which accompanied thy vifits, made thee 
envy the lot of thy fubje¢ts? Thy with was, to live 
for me only art thou now afraid to lofe fo many 
conftraints ? Shall I be no more that Z:/:a, whom 
thou preferred’ft to thy empire > I cannot entertain 
the thought my heartis not changed, and why fhould 
there be a change in thine ? 

I love, the fame 4za@ who 1eign'd in my heart 
the firft moment I faw him, 1s for ever before me 
continually do my thoughts recall that happy day, 
when thy father, mv fovereign lord, gave thee for 
the firit mea fhare of that power, referved for him 
only, of entermg the mner part of the tempie * 
Fancy ‘hil figures to me the agreeable {peCtacle of our 
virgins, who, being there aflembled, received a new 
luftre from the admirable order that rergns among them . 
fo in a garden we fee the arrangement of the fineft 
flowers add a billiancy to their beauty 

Thou appeared’ft in the mdit of us like a rifing 
fun, whofe tender light prepares the feremty of a fine 
day . the fire of thy eyes overspread our cheeks with 
the blufhes of modefty, and our looks were held cap- 
tive in fweet confefion thy eyes, at the fame time, 
fhot forth a briiliant joy, for never before had they 
met fo many beauties together The Capa-Jnca was 
the only man we had ‘ill toen feen Aftonifhment and 
filence reigned on every fide I know not what were 
tne thoughts of my compamonrs but the fentiments 
that attack’d my own heart who can exprels? For the 
firit time I had the united fenfe of trouble, inquietude, 
and pleafure Confufed with the agitations of my 
foul, I was going to hide myfelf trom thy fight but 
thou turned’ft th, fteps towards me, and I was re- 
tained by refpect O my dear ./za, the Ea 

) 


« The reigning Jca alone bas a right to €, te into 
the temple of the Sun. 


(157 
of this firft moment of my haypinefs will be always 
dear tome ‘The fouhd of thy voice, like the melo- 
dious chanting of our hymns, convey’d into my veins 
that foft tremoi, and holy refpeét, which 1s imfpired 
by the prefence of the divinity. 

Trembling, difmay'd, my timidity had taken from 
me even the ufe of my fpeech but, embolden’d at laft 
by the foftnefs of thy words, T dared to hft up my 
looks towards thee, and meet thine No, death itfelf 
fhall never efface from my memory the tender move- 
ments of our fouls at this meeting, and how in an 1n- 
ftant they were blended together. 

If we could doubt of our orginal, my dear Aza, 
this glance of light would have deftioy’d ou: uncer- 
tainty What other principle, but that of fire, could 
have tranfmitted betwixt us this lively intelligence of 
hearts, which was communicated, fpread and felt with 
an inexplicable rapidity ? 

I was too ignorart of the effeéts of love, not to be 
deceived by it With an imagination full of the fub- 
lime theology of our Cuczpatas *, E took the fire which 
animated me for a divine agitation , I thought the Sun 
had manifefted to me his will by thee his organ, that he 
chofe me for his felected fpoufe ! I figh’d in rapture; 
but after thy departure, examining my heart, I 
found there nothing but thy image. 

What a change, my dear Aza, did thy prefence 
make in me! All objects appeared to menew, and 
it feemed as if I now faw my fellow virgins the firtt 
time How did their beauty brighten! I could not 
bear their prefence, but, retiring afide, gave way to 
the anxiety of my foul, when one of them came to 
waken me out of my reverie, by giving me frefh mat- 
ter to heighten it fhe informed me, that, being thy 
neareft Cheee I was defined to be thy wife as foon 
as my age would permit that union 

I Was ignorant of the laws of thy empire +; but, 

after 





* Priefts of the Sun 
¢ The laws of the Jnzars obbeed the Incas to 
marry 
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atter I had feen thee, my heart was too much en- 
lightened not to have the idea of haprinefs in an uni- 
on with thee. Far however, from knowing the 
whole extent of this union, and accuftomed to the fa- 
cred name of fpoufe of the Sun, my hopes were 
bounded to the feeing of thee daily, the adoring of 
thee, and offerinz my vows to thee, as to that divie 
hitv 

Thou, my amiable xa, thou thyfelf filled’t up 
the meafure of my delight, by informing me that the 
auguft rank of thy wife would affociate me to thy 
heart, to thy throne, to thy glory, to thy virtues, that 
T fhould inceffantly enjoy thofe fo precios converfati- 
ons, thofe converfations fo fhort in proportion to our 
defires, which would adorn my mind with the perfec- 
tions of thy foul, and add to my felicity the delicious 
hope of being hereafter a happinefs to thee 

O my dear za, how flattering to my heart was 
shat impatience of thine, fo often expreffed on ac- 
count of my vouth, which retarded our union! How 
long did the courfe of two years appear to thee, and 
yet how fhort was their duration! Alas' the for- 
tunate moment was arrived ! What fatality rendered 
it ‘Oo woeful * What God was it who punifhed mno- 
cence and virtue in this manner’ or, what infernal 
rot er feparated us from ourfelves ? Horror ferzes me, 
—~my heart 1s rent,—— my tears bedew my wo1k 
Aza! my dear Aza! 
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T 1s thou, dear light of my Ife, it 1s thou who 
calleft me back to hfe Would I preferve it, 
if I was not fure that death, by a fingle ftroke, 


would mow down thy days and mine? I touched the 
moment 


marry their fifters, and, when they had none, to take 
the firft princefs of the blood of the Jucas that was a 


virgin of the Sun. 
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ynoment jn which the fpark of divine fire wherewith 
the Sun animates our being, was going to expire. 
Laborious nature was already preparing to give an- 
other form to that portion of matter which belong’d 
to herin me I was dying, thou waft lofing for eve: 
half of thyfelf, when my love reftored my life, which 
I now facrifice to thee But how can I inform thee 
of the furprizing things that have happened to me? 
How fhall I call back ideas that were confufed even 
when I received them, and which the time that 1s 
fince pafled renders ftill lefs :ntelligrble * 

Scarcely, my dear 4za, had I entrufted our faith- 
ful Chague with the laft tflue of my thoughts, when [ 
heaid a great motion in our habitation about mid- 
night two of my ravifhers came to hurry me out of © 
mv gloomy retieat, with as much violence as they 
had employ’d in fnatching me fiom the temp‘e of the 


un 

Tho’ the night was very dark, they made me travel 
to far, that finking urder the fatigue, they were ob- 
liged to carry me into a houfe, which I could per- 
ceive, notwithftanding the obfcunty, 1t was exceed- 
ing difficult to get to 

I was thruft into a place more ftrait and inconve- 
ment than my prifon had been Ah, my dear Aza ? 
could I perfuade thee of what I donot comprehend 
myfelf, if thou wert not affured that a lye never ful- 
led the lips of a child of theSun? *, 

This houfe, which I judged to be very great by 
the quantity of people it contained, was not fixed to 
the ground, but bemg as it were fufpended,, keptina 
continual balancing motion 

O light of my mind, Ticervrracocha fhould have 
filed my foul like thine witn !1s divine fierce, to 
have enabled me to comprehend this prodigy ~All 
that I know of itis, that this dwelling was not built 
by a being friend!y to mankind for fome moments 

B 


after 


* It pafles for certain that no Pe zazan ever leds. 


( 18 ) 


after I had entered it, the continual motion of :t, 
join’d to a noxious fmell, made me fo violently ill, 
that I am furprized I did not die of the malady ‘This 
was the beginning only of my pains 

A pretty long tme paffed, and I had no confider- 
able fuffering, when one morning I was frighted out 
of fleep by a noife more hideous than that of Ya/pa 
Our habitation received fuch fhocks as the earth will 
expenence, when the moon by her fall fhall reduce 
the univerfe to duft* The cries of human voices, 
join’d to this wild uproar, render’d st ftill more frght- 
ful My fenfes, feized with a fecret horror, convey- 
ed to my foul nothing but the idea of deftruction, not 
of myfelf only, but of whole nature I thought the 
peril univerfal, I trembled for thy life: my dread 
grew at laft tothe utmoft excefs, when I faw a com- 
pany of men in fury, with bloody countenances and 
cloaths, rufh temultuoufly intomy chamber I could 
not fupport the ternble fpeétacle, my Strength and 
underftanding left me ftll am I ignorant of tne con- 
fequence of this terrible event But when I recover- 
ed, I found myfelf in a pretty handfome bed, fur- 
rounded by feveral favages, who were not, however, 
any of the cruel Spenzards 

Canft thou imagine to thyfelf my furprize, when I 
found myfelf in a new dwelling, among new men, 
without be:zng able to comprehend how this change 
could be brought about? I fhut my eyes, the better 
to recollect myfelf, and be affured whether I was a 
live, or whether my foul had not quitted my body to 
pafs into unknown regions + | 

1 confefs to thee, dear 1dol of my heart, that fa- 
tigued with an odious Ife, difhearten’d at fuffering 

torinen 8 


* The Jndions believe that the end of the world will 
be brought about by the fall of the moon upon the 
earth 

+ The Indians believe that the foul, afte: death, 

oes into unknown places, to be there recompenfed or 
pumshed according to its deferts, 
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torments of every kind, prefs’d down under the weight 
of my horrible deftiny, I regarded with indifference 
the end of my bemg which I felt approaching I 
conftantly refufed all the fuftenance that was offered 
me, and in a few days was on the verge of the fatal 
term, which I perceived without regret 

The decay gf my ftrength annihilated my fents- 
ment already my enfeebled smagmation received 
no images but like thofe of a flight defign traced by a 
trembling hand already the objects which had mott 
affeted me, excited in me only that vague fenfation 
which we fcel when we indulge to an indeterminate 
reverie almoft 1 was no more ‘This ftate, my dear 
Aza, 1s not founeafy as itisthought Ata diftance 
it frightens us becaufe we think of it with all ou 
powers when it 1s arrived, enfeebled by the grada- 
tions of pan which condué us to it, the decsfive mo 
Ment appears only as the nioment of repofe A na- 
tural propenfity which caries us towa,ds futunty, even 
that futunity which wi'l never eaift for us, rcanuna- 
ted my fpirit, and tranfported it into thy palace = J 
thought I ariived there at the mitant when thou hadft 
reccived the news of my death J reprefented to my- 
felf thy pale disfignrd image, fuch as a lilly appears 
when fcorch’d by the burning heat of noon Is the 
moft tender love then fometimes barbarous? I reyot- 
ced at thy guief and exerted it by forrowful adieus 
I foand a fweetnefs, perhaps a pleafure, m diffufing 
the poifon of regret over thy days, and the fame love 
which render'd me cruel, tore my heart by the horior 
of thy pains At laft, awaken’d as from a profound 
feep, penetiated with thy agony, trembhng. for thy 
hfe, [called for help, and again beheld the hght- 

Shall I fee thee again, thee the dear arbiter of my 
exiftence ? Alas! who can affure me of it I know 
not where | am? pernapsst 1s far diftant from thee ! 
But fhould we be feparated by the immenfe {paces 1n- 
habited by the children of the Sun, the light cloud 
of my thoughts fhall nover inceffantly about thee 
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HA TEVER the love of Life be, my dear 
4za, pams diminifh, defpair extinguifhes it. 

‘The contempt in which nature feems to hold our be- 
ing, by abandoning it to defpair, fhocks us at firft: 
afterwards, the impoffibility of working our delive- 
rance prcves fuch an humbling circumftance, that 1t- 
leads us to a difguit of ourfelves 

I live no longer :n, nor for myfelf . every inftantin 
which I breathe, 1s a facnfice which I make to thy 
love, and from day to day 1t becomes more pamful. 
If ame bnngs fome folace to the ils that confume 
me, far from clearing up my fortune, it feems to 
render it more obfcure. All that furrounds me 1s un- 
known, allisnew, allengages my curofity, and no- 
thing can fatisfy it In vain Iemploy my attention 
and efforts to underftand or be underftood, both are 
equally umpoffble to me Weaned with fo many 
fruitlefs pains, I thought to dry up the ource of them, 
by depriving my eyes of the impreffions they receive 
from objects I perfifted for fome time in keeping 
them fhut, bet the voluntary darknefs, to which I 
condemned myfelf, ferved only to relieve my modefty 
offended continually at the prefence of thefe men, whofe 
feryices and kindnefies are fo many torments, my foul 
was not the lefs agitated {hut up in myfelf, my in- 
quietudes were not the lefé fharp, and the defire to 
exprefs them was the more violent On the other 
hand, the impoflibility of making myfelf underftood, 
fpread an anguifh over my organs, wach is not lefs 
infupportable than the pains which a more apparent 
reality would canfe How cruel is this fituation? 

Alas! I thought I had begun to underftand fome 
words of the favage Spamards, I found fome agree- 
ment with our auguft language, I flattered my felf 
that 1a a fhort time I fhould come to explain wee 

wit 
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with them Far from finding the fame advantage amon 
my new tyrants, they exprefs themfelves with fo much 
rapidity that [ cannot even diftinguith the inflexions 
of their voice All circumftances make me judge 
that they are not of the fame nation, and by the dif- 
ference of their manners and apparent character, one 
eafily divines that Pachacamac has diftnbuted to them in 
great difproportion the el ments which he formed hu- 
man kind The grave and fierce air of the firit fhews 
that they arecompofed of the matter of thehardeft me- 
tals they feem to have flip'd out of the hands of the 
creator the moment he had colleéted together only aur 
and fire for their formation. The fcornful eyes, the 
gloomy and tranquil mien of the former, fhewed fuf- 
ficiently that they were cruel in cold blood , which the 
inhumanity of their actions has too well proved The 
fmiling countenance of the latter, the fweetnefs of their 
looks, a certain hafte in all their a€tions, which feems 
to be ahafte of good will, prevents mein their favour ; 
but I remark contradictions in their conduét, which 
fufpends my judgment. 

Two of thefe favages feldom quit the fides of my 
bed one, which I guefs to be the Cac:gue* by his 
air of Grandeur, feems to fhew me, 1n his way, @ great 
deal of refpe€t the other gives me part of the af- 
fiftance which my malady requires, but his goodnefs 
is fevere, his fuccours are cruel, and his famshasity: 
IMpenous 

Ihe moment when, recovered from my fit, I found 
my{clf in their Power, this latter (for I have obferved 
him well) more bold than the reft, wouid take me by 
the hand, which I drew away with inexpreffible con- 
fufion He feemed to be furpirzed at my refiftance,. 
and without any regard to my modefty, took hold of 
it again immediately Feeble, dying, and {peaking 
only fuch words as were not undeiftood, could ! hin- 
der him? He held it, my dear Aza, as long as he 


thought 


* Cacique is a kind of Governor of a Province. 
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thought proper ; and fince that time, I am obliged to 
give it him myfelf feveral umes every day, in order to 
avoid fuch difputes as always turn to my disadvantage. 

This kind of ceremony * feems to mé a fuperftition 
of thefe people they 1magme they find fomething 
there which indicates the nature of a diftemper, but 
uw muft doubtlefs be their own nat.on that feel the effects 
of it for I perceive none , I fuffer continually by an. 
inward fire that confumes me, and have {earce ftrength 
enough lefttoknot my Qx.fo. In this occupation I 
employ as much ume as mj weaknefs wil permit 
me the knots which ftrrke mv fenfes, feem to give 
more reality to my thoughts the hind of refemblance 
which I imagine they have with words, caufes an 
Hlufion wh.ch deceives my pain I think I fpeak to 
thee, tell thee of my love, affure thee of my vows 
and my tendernefs the fwect error 1s my fupport, 
and my fe If the excefs of my burthen obliges 
me to unterrppt my work, I groan at thy abfence 
Given up thas enturely to my tendenefs, there 1s not 
one of my momerts which belongs not to thee 

Alas! what other ufe cin I make of them? O mv 
dear 4xa/ if thou wert not the maiter of my foul, if 
the chaius of love did not bind me infeparably to thee ; 
pl.nged in an abyfs of ob’curnty, could I tun my 
thoughts away from the hght of my hfe? Thou art 
the fun of my davs, trou enlighteneit them , thou pro. 
longeft them aud the. arethire Thou chenfheit me, 
ard I faffer m: felf to live What wilt thou do for me * 
‘Thou loveft me, and I have my reward 
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HAT tase I fiffered, my dear za, fince 
I confecia*cd to thee ry laft krots! The lof 

Of mv Daft. Wor vet waning te compleat ray pains 
but When my cf .025 periccutors peiceaved that work 
to 


* The Jair. Lave ne knowledce of phy ick, 


C723) 


to augment my diforder, they deprived me of the ufe 
of them 

At laft they have reftored to me the treafure of my 
tendernefs , but with many tears did I purchafe it 
Only this expreffion of my fentiments had J remaming, 
the mere forrowful confolation of painting my gnefto 
thee and could I lofe it, and not defpair? 

My ftrange deftiny has fnatched from me even the 
relief which the unhappy find in fpeaking of their 
pains One 1s apt to think there 1s pity when one is 
heard, and from the participation of forrow arifes 
fome comfort I cannot make myfelf underftood, and 
am furrounded with gaiety 

I cannot even enjoy that new kind of entertainment 
to which the inability of communicating my thoughts 
reduces me  Environ’d with importunate perfons, 
whofe attentive looks diituib tne follicitude of my foul, 
I forget the faireft piefent which nature has made us, 
the power to render our ideas impenetrable without 
the concurrence of our will I am fometimes afraid 
that thefe curtous favages difcover tle difadvantageous 
reflexions with which [ am infpired by the oddnefs of 
then conduct 

One moment dcftroys the opmion which anothe: 
had given me of their chata€te: for if Iam {way'd 
by the frequent oppofition of their wills to mine, I can- 
not doubt but they believe me then flave, and that their 
power is tyrannical 

Not to 1eckon vp an infinite number of other con- 
traailions, they refufe me, mv dear za, even the 
neceilary alimerts for the fuftenance of life; and the 
boerty of chufing what place I would he in’ they 
keep me, by a kind of violence, in the bed wiuch 's 
become infupportable to me 

On the other fide, 1f [I 1efle& on the extreme con- 
cern they have fhewn for the prefervation of my days, 
and the refpect with which the fervices they rerder me 
are accompanied, I am tempted to believe that they 
take me for a {pecies fupei:or to humankind. 

Not 
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Not one of them appears before me without bending 
his body more or lefs, as we ufed to do in worfhipping 
the Sun The Cactgue feems to attempt to umitate 
the ceremonial of the Jncas on the days of Raym: *: 
he kneels down very mgh my bed-fide, and continues 
a confiderable time m that painful pofture fometimes 
he keeps filent, and, with his eyes caft down, feems 
to think profoundly I fee in his countenance that 
refpectful confufion which the great name + infpires 
us with when {poken aloud If he finds an opportu- 
mity of taking hold of my hand, he puts his mouth 
to it with the fame veneration that we have for the 
facred diadem{ Sometimes he utters a great number 
of words, which are not at all hke the ordinary lan- 
guage of his nation the found of them 1s more foft, 
amore ciftinét, and moreharmonious He joins to this 
that air of concern which 1s the fore-runner of tears, 
thofe fighs which exprefs the neceffiues of the foul, 
the moft plamtive action, and all that ufually accom- 
Fanies the defire of attaining favours! Alas! my dear 
4za, vf he knew me well, 1f he was not in fome error 
with regard to my being, what prayer could he have 
to addrefs to me? 

Muft they not be an idolatrous nation? I have not 
yet feen any adoration paid by them to the Sun. per- 
haps they make women the objeét of their worfhip. 
Before the great AManco-Capac § brought down to 
earth the will of the Sun, our anceftors defied what- 

ever 


* The Raye: was the principal feaft of the Sun 
when the Jxcas and Priefts adored him on their knees 

+ The great name was Pachacomac, which they 
fpoke but feldom, and always with great figns of a- 
doration 

t They kiffed the diadem of Mancocapac in the 
fame manner as the Roman Catholicks kifs the rclicks 
of their faints 

§ Ihe firftLegsflator of the Judans. See the Initory, 
of the Jnes. 
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‘ever ftruck them with dread or pleafure perhaps 
thefe favages feel thefe two fentiments with regard to 
women 

But, 1f they adored me, would they add to my mis- 
fortunes the hideous conftraint in which they keep me ? 
No, they would endeavour to pleafe me, they would 
obey the tokens of my will I fhould be free, and re- 
leafed from this odious habitation I fhould go in fearch 
of the mafter of my foul, one of whofe looks would 
efface the memory of all thefe misfortunes. 
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H A T an hornble furprize, my dear 4za! how 

are our woes augmented! how deplorable 1s our 
condition! our evils are without remedy I have only 
to tell thee of them, and to die 

At laft they have permitted me to get up, and with 
hafte I availed myfclf of the hberty I drew myfel& 
to a {mall window, which I opened with all the pre- 

_ cipitation that my cunofity infprred © What did I fee? 
Dear love of my life, I fhall not find expreffions to 
paint the excefs of my aftonifhment, and the mortaf 
defpair that feized me, when I difcovered round me 
nothing but that terrible element, the very fight of 
which makes me tremble. 

My firft glance did but too well inform me what 
occafioned the troublefome mation of our dwelling. 
I am in one of thofe floating houfes which the Spa- 
azards made ufe of to arrive at our unhappy countnies, 
and of which a very ampeifect defcription had been 
given me 

Conceive, dear Aza, what difmal ideas entered my 
foul with this fatal knowledge J am certain that they 
are cairying me from thee I bicathe na more the fame 
air, nor do I inhabit the fame element Thou wilt 
ever be ignorant whee I am, whether I love thee, 
whether 1 exit, even the defiuéhon of my bein 
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Will not appear an event confiderable enough to be car- 
ried to thee. Dear arbiter of my days, of what value 
wil my hie be to thee hereafter? Permit me to render 
to the divinity an infupportable benefit, which I can 
nomore enjoy I fhall not fee thee again, andI will 
live no longei 

In lofing what I love, the univerfe 1s annihilated 
to me it is now nothing buta vaft defart, which I 
fill with the cnes of my love. Hear them, dear ob- 
ject of my tendernefs, be touched with them, and {uf- 
fer me to die 

What error feduces me? My dear Axa, it 1s not 
thou that makeft me hve it 1s timid nature, which 
fhuddering with horror, lends this voice, more pow- 
erful than its own, to retard anend which to her 1s al- 
ways formidable ,—but "tis over, —the moft ready means 
fhall deliver me from her regrets 

Let the fea for ever {wallow up in its waves my un- 
happy tendernefs, my life, and my defpaur. 

Receive, moft unfortunat2 4za, receive the laft 
fentiments of my heart, which never admitted but thy 
image, was willing to live but for thee, and dies full of 
thy love. I love thee, I think it, I feel it fill, and I 
tell 1t thee for the laft time 
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Z A, thou haf not loft all J breathe, and thou 
reigneft full in one heart The vigilance of thofe 
who watch me defeated my fatal defign, and I have 
only the fhame left of having attempted its execution, 
It would be too long to inform thee of the circumftan- 
ces of an enterprize deftroyd as foon as projected 
Should I have dared ever to lnft up my eyes to thee, 1f — 
thou hadft been a witnefs of my paffion ? 
My reafon, fubyeéted to defpair, was no longer a 
faccourto me my life feemed to be worth nothing . 
I had forgot thy love oe 
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How cruel 1s a cool temper after fury ' how diffe- 
rent are the points of fight on the fame objects ' In the 
horror of defpair ferocity 1s taken for courage, and 
the fear of fuffering for firmnefs of mind. Let a look, 
a furprize call us back to ourfelves, and we find that 
weaknefs only was the principle of our heroifm ; that 
repentance 1s the fruit of it, and contempt the recom- 
pence : 

The knowledge of my fault 1s the moft fevere punifh- 
ment of it Abandon'd to the bitternefs of repen- 
tance, buried under the veil of fhame, I hold myfelf 
at a diftance, and fear that my body occupies too much 
{pace J would hide 1t from the light my tears flow 
in abundance , my grief 1s calm, not a figh exhales, 
tho’ Iam quite given up to 1, Can I do too much to 
expiate my crime? It was againft thee 

In vain, for two days together, thefe beneficent fa- 
vages have endeavoured to make mea partaker of the 
joy that tranfports them I am in continual doubt 
what can be the caufe of this joy , but, even 1f I knew 
it better, I fhould not think myfelf worthy to fhare m 
their feftivals ‘Their dances, their jovial exclama- 
tions, ared hquor like Mays *, of which they drink 
abundantly, their eagernefs to view the fun where- 
ever they can perceive him, would fully convince me 
that their rejorcings were in honour of that divine lu- 
minary, 1f the conduct of the Caczgue was conforma- 
able to that of the reft 

But, far trom taking part in the public joy, fince 
the fault I committed, he interefts himfelf only in my 
forrow His zeal 1s move refpectful, his cares are 
more afliduous, and his attention 1s more exa¢t and 
curious 

He underftood that the continual pre‘ence of the fa- 
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* Mays 1s a plant which the Indions make a very 
ftrong and falutary drink, which they offer to the Sua 
on feftival days, and get drunk with after the facrifice 
isover Seehiftery of the Jrcas, Vol. Il. 
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yages of his train about me, was an addition to my 
afflifton ; he has dehvered me from their troublefome 
regards, and I have now {carcely any but his to fup- 
port, 

Wouldft thou believe it, my dear Aza ? There are 
fome moments in which I feei a kind of {weetnefs in 
thefe mute dialogues . the fire of his eyes recalls to 
my mind the image ofthat which I have feen in thine> 
the fimilitude is fuch that it feduces my heart Alls 
that this illufion is tranfient, and that the regrets which 
follow it are durable! They will end only with my 
life, fince J live for thee alone. 
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Wasa a fingle objcfl unites all our thoughts, 
my dear Aza, we intereft ourfelves no farther 
in events than as we find them affimilated to our own 
cafe If thou waft not the fole mover of my foul, 
could I have paffed, as I have juft done, from the 
horror of defpair to the moft flattering hope ? The 
Cresque had before feveral times in vain attempted to 
entice me to that window, which I now cannot look 
at without fhuddering at laft, prevailed on by frefh 
folicitations, I fuffered my felf to be conduéted to it 
Ah, my dear 422, how well was I recompenfed for 
my compliufance ' 

By an incomprehcni.ble miracle, in making me 
Jook through a kind of hollow cane, he fhewed me 
the earth ata diftance, whereas, wuhout the help of 
ths Wonderful machine my eves could not have teach- 
edit 

Atthe fame time, he made me underftand by figns, 
(which begin to gros familia. to me) that we were 
going to that land, ond that the fight of it was the on- 
lh. caufe of thofe icjorcings which 1 took foi a faerifice 
to the Sun 

I vwassmmedatels fenfible of all the benefit of this 

difcovery 
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difcovery * hope, hke a ray of light, glanced direét- 
ly to the bottom of my heart. 

They are certamly carrying me to this land which 
they have fhewn me, and which 1s evidently a part of 
thy empire, fince the Sun there fheds hus _beneficent 
rays *. I am no longer in the fetters of the cruel 
‘Spantai ds , who then fhall hmder my returning under 
‘thy laws ? 

* Yes, my dear Aza, I go to be reunited to what I 
love my love, my reafon, my defires, all affure me 
.of it I fly mto thy arms , a torrent of joy o'erflows 
my foul , the paftis vanifh’d , my misfortunes are end- 
ed, they are forgotten futurity alone employs me, 
and ts my fole good 

Aza, my dea hope, I have not lot thee , I fhalt 
fee thy countenance, thy robes, thy fhadow I fhalt 
love thee, and tcll thee of it with my own mouth - 
can any torments eface fuch a felicity ? 





GeleTieh) Kener Lx. 


OW long are the days, my dear 4xa, when ore 
H computes their paflage! Time, like fpace 1s 
known only by its limits. Our hopes fecim to me the 
hopes of time; if they quit us, or are not diftinctly 
marked, we perceive no more of their duration thar 
of the air which fills the vaft expanfe. 

Ever fince the fatal inftant of our feparation, my 
heart and foul, worn with misfortune, continued fimk 
in that total abfence, that oblivion which is the horror 
of nature, the image of nothing : the days paf. 
fed away without my regarding them, for not 4 
hope fix'd my attention a their length But hope 


3 now 


* The Indians know not our hernifphere, and be- 


eve that the Sun enlightens only the land of hs- 
children, 


( 30) 
now marks every inftant of them, their duration feemg 
to me infinite; and what furprizes me moft of all 1s, 
that, in recovering the tranquillity of my fpint, I re- 
cover at the fame time a facility of thinking 

Since my imagination has been opened to joy, a 
croud of thoughts prefent themfelves, and employ it 
even to fatigue projects of pleafure and happinefs 
fucceed one another alternately ; new ideas find an 
eafy reception, and fome are even imprinted without 
my fearch, and before I perceive it. 

Within thefe two days, I underftand feveral words 
of the Caczgue’s language, which I was not before ac- 
quainted with But they are only terms applicable to 
objects, not expreflive of my thoughts, nor fufficient 
to make me underftand thofe of others they give 
me fome lights however, which were neceflary for my 
fatisfaftion. 

I know that the name of the Cactque 1s Deterville ; 
that of our floating houfe, a S4:p, and that of the 
Country we are going to, France. 

The latter at firft frighten’d me, as I did not re- 
member to have heard any province of thy kingdom 
called fo but reflecting on the infinite number of 
countries under thy dominion, the names of which I 
have forgot, my fear quickly vamfhed. Could it 
long fub&i& with that fold confidence which the fight 
of the Sun gives me inceflantly ? No, my dear Aza, 
that divine luminary enlightens only his children to 
doubt this would be criminal in me I am returning 
into thy empire, I am on the point of feeing thee , I 
ran to my felicity 

Amidft the tranfports of my joy, gratitude prepares 
me a delicious pleafure. thou wilt load with honour 
and nches the beneficent Caczgue who fhall reftore us 
one to the other he fhall bear into his own country the 
remembrance of Z:/1a, the recompence of his virtue 
fhall render him full more virtuous, and his happinefs 
hhall be thy glory 

Nothing can compare, my dear za, to the ngs 

nefs 
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nefs he fhews me Far from treating me as his flave, 
he feems to be mmne. He 1s now altogether as com- 
plaifant to me, as he was contradictory during my 
ficknefs. My perfon, my inquietudes, my amufe- 
ments, feem to make up hts whole employment, and 
to engage all his care I admit his offices with lefs 
confufion, fince cuftom and reflection have informed 
me that I was m an error with regard to the idolatry I 
fufpected him guilty of 

Not that he does not continue to repeat much the 
fame demonftrations which I took for worfhip: but 
the tone, the air, and manner he makes ufe of, per- 
fuade me that it 1s only a diverfion in his country man- 
ner. 

He begins by making me pronounce diftindlly fome 
words in his language, and he knows well that the 
Gods do not fpeak As foon as I have repeated after 
him ouz, ye vous atme, (yes, I love you ) or elfe, ze 
promets d' étre a vous, (1 promife to be yours) joy ex- 
pands over his countenance, he kifles my hands with 
tranfport, and with an air of gaiety quite contrary to 
that gravity which accompanies divine adoration. 

Eafy as Iam on the head of religion, I am not 
quite fowith regard to the country trom whence he 
comes His language and his apparel are fo different 
from ours, that they fometimes fhock my confidence : 
uneafy reflections fometimes cloud over my dear hope ; 
I pafs fucceflively from fear to joy, and from joy to in- 
quietude 

Fatigued with the confufion of my thoughrs, ficl 
of the uncertainties that torment me, I had refolved 
to think no more on the fubjeét but what can abate 
the movements of a foul deprived of all communica- 
tion, that aéts only on itfelf, and is excited to refle&t 
by fuch important interefts ? I cannot do it, my dear 
Aza, I fearch for information with an eagernefs that 
devours me, and yet continually find myfelf in the 
moft profound obfcurity. I know that the privation 
of a fenfe may in stipes Pete deceive , and yet I 


4 fee, 
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fee, with furprize, that the ufe of all mine drags me 
on from error to error Would the intelligence of 
tongues be that of the foul? O my dear 4za, how 
many grievous truths do [ fee through my misfortunes ! 
But far from me be thefe troublefome thoughts we 
touch the land, the hght of my days fhall ina mo 

ment diffipate the darknefs which furrounds me 





Leb aeons Rea 


Am at laft arrived at this land, the obyeét of my 

defires but, my dear 4za, Ido not yet fee any 
thing, that confers the happinefs J had promifed my- 
felf every object ftnkes, furprizes, afton:fhes, and 
leaves on me only a vague rmpreffion, and ftupid_per- 
plexity, which I do not attempt to throw off My 
errors deftroy my judgment, I remain unceitain, and 
almoft doubt of what I behold. 

Scarce were we got out of the floating houfe, but 
we enter’d a town built on the fea fhore. The peo- 
ple, who followed us in crowds, appeared to be of 
the fame nation as the Caczgue, and the houfes did 
not at all refemble thofe of the cities of the Sun. but 
if thefe furpa{s in beauty, by the richnefs of their or- 
naments, thofe are to be preferred, on account of the 
prodigies with which they are filled 

Upon entering the room affigned me by Deterc lle, 
my heart leap’d I faw, fronting the door, a young 
perfon dreffed like a virgin of the Sun, and ran to her 
with open arms How great was my furprize to find 
nothing but an impenetrable refiftance, where I faw a 
human figure move in 4 very extended fpace! 

Aftonifhment held me smmoveable, with my eyes 
fixed upon this object, w hen Detervz/le made me ob- 
ferve his own figure on the fide of that which engaged 
all my attention J touched him, I {poke to him, and 


i faw hum at the fame ume very near and very far from 
me. Thefe 
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_ 'Théfe prodigies confound reafon, and blind the 
judgment What ought we to think of the inkabi- 
tants of this country ? Should we fear, or fhould we 
love them? I will not take upon me to come to any 
dete: mimation upon the fubyed. 
_ The Cacegue made me underftand, that the figure 
which I faw was my own! But what information 
does that give me? Does it make the wonder lefs 
great ? Am I the lefs moitified to find nothing but 
error and [gnotance in my mind? With grief | fee it, 
my dear 4za, the leaft knowing in this country are 
‘wifer than all our Amutas 

The Cacique has given mea young and very fpnght- 
ly Chima™*, and it affoids me great pleafure to fee a 
woman again, and to be ferved by her Many others 
of my fex wait upon me , but I had rather they would 
let it alone, for their prefence awakens my fears One 
may fee, by their manner of looking on me, that they 
have nevei been at Cuzco | However, as my fpirit 
floats continually in a fea of inceitainties, I can judge 
of nothing My heart, alone unfhaken. defires, ex- 
pects, waits for one happinefs only, without which alf 
the reft 1s pain and vexation. 
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HOUGH If have taken all the pains i1 my 
power to gain fome light with refpeét tov my 
prefent fituation, I am no better informed at prefent 
than I was three Jays ago Allthat I have been able 
to obferve 1s, that the other favages of this country 
appeal as good and as humane as the Cac:gue. They 
fing and dance, as 1f they had lands to cultivate every 
day | If I was to form a judgment from the oppo- 
fition 

* A maid-fervant, or chambermaid 

> The capital of Peru, 

{ ‘The lands in Perw are cultivated in common, and 
the 
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finon of their cuftoms to thofe of our nation, I should 
not have the leaft hope. but I remember that thy au 
guft father fubjefted to his obedience provinces very 
remote, the people of which had nothing in common 
withus why may not this be one of thofe provinces ? 
The Sun feems pleafed to enlighten it, and his beams 
are more bright and pure than Iever faw them, This 
infpires me with confidence, and J am uneafy only to 
think how long it muft be before I can be fully 1n- 
formed of what regards our interefts, for, my dear 
Aza, Lam very certain that the knowledge of the Jan- 
guage of the country will be fufficrent to teach me the 
truth, and allay my inquietudes 

I let fp no opportunity of learning it, and avail 
myfelf of all the moments wherein Detervz/le leaves 
me at liberty, to take the inftru€tions of my China. 
Juttle fervice indeed they do me, for, as I cannot 
make her underffand my thoughts, we can hold no 
converfation, and I learn only the names of fuch ob- 
jects as firixe both our fights The figns of the Ca- 
cique are fometimes more ufeful to me- cuftom has 
made it a kind of language betwixt us, which ferves 
us at leaft to exprefs our wills He conduéted me 
yefterday into a houfe, where, without tis knowledge, 
I fhould have behaved very ill. 

We entered iuto a larger and better furnifhed apart- 
ment than that which I inhabit, and a great many 
people were there aflembled The general aftonifh- 
ment fhewn at my appearance difpleafed me, and the 
exceffive laughter which fome young women endea- 
voured to fife, but which burft out again, when they 
caft their eyes on me, gave me fuch an uneafinefs of 
mind, that I fhould have taken it for fhame, if I 
could have found myfelf confcious of any fault - but, 
finding nothing within but a repugnance to ftay in fuch 
company, I was going to return back, when I was de- 
tained by a fign of Deterville. 

I found 


the days they are about this work are always days of 


rejoicing. 
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<I found that I fhould commit a fault by going out, 
and I took great care not to deferve the blame that 
was thrown on me without caufe. As I fixed my at- 
tention, dung my ftay, upon thofe women, I thought 

I difcovered that the fingularsty of my drefs occafion-. 

ed the furprize of fome, and the laughter of others. 

I: pitied their weaknefs, and endeavoured to perfuade 

them by my countenance, that my foul did not 

fo much differ from thers, as my habit differed 
fom their ornaments. 

3A young man, whom I fhould have taken for a 

@uraca *, 1f he had not been dreffed in black, came 

and took me by the hand with an affable air, and led 

me to a woman, whom, by her haughty mien, I took 
for the Pallcs + of the country. He fpoke feveral 
words to her, which I remember by having heard 

Deterv:l/e pronounce the fame a thoufandtimes What 

g Ceauty' What fine eyes! anfwered another man, /Ze 

is the graces and the foape of a nymph. 

4 Except the women, who faid nothing, they all re- 
eated almoft the fame words I do not yet know 
er fignification ; but furely they exprefs agreeable 
eas, for the countenance is always {muling when they 

re pronounced 

? The Cacigue feems to be extremely well fatisfied: 

with what they fay. He keeps clofe to me, or, 1f he 

fteps a little from me to fpeak to any one, his eyes are 

conftantly upon me, and he fhews me by figns what I 

amtodo For my part, I obferve him very attentive- 

ty, as I would not offend againit the cuftoms of a nati- 
on which know fo little of ours. 

I believe, my dear 42a, I can fcarcely make thee 
comprehend how extraordinary the manners of thefe 
favages appeared tome. They have fo impatient a 

vivacity, 


* The Curacas were petty fovereigns of a country 
ae had the privilege of wearng the fame drefs as the 
“dncas. 


T A general name of the Jzd:an princefies. 
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vivacity, that words do not fuffice them foi expreffion, 
but they fpeak as much by the motion of the body as 
by the found of the voice What I fee of their con- 
tinual agitation, has fully convinced me how little 1m- 
portance there was in that behaviour of the Caczgve 
which caufed me fo much uneafinefs, and upon which 
I made fo many falfe conyeétu.es 

Yefterday he kifled the hands of the Pa//as, and of 
all the other women nay, what I never faw before, he 
even kiffed their cheeks The men came to embrace 
him fome took him by the hand, others pulled him 
bv the cloaths ; all with a fprighthire{s of v hich we 
have no idea 

To jadge of their minds by the vivacity of their 
geftures, I am fure that our meafurd expreffions, the 
4ublime compaifons which fo naturally convey our 
tencer fenuments and atfectionate thoughts, would to 
them appear infipid They would take our ferious 
and modeft air for ftupiaity, and the gravity of our 
gait for mere thffnefs Wouldit thou believe it, my 
dear 4za ? lf taon wert here, I could be pleafed to 
live amongft them Acertain air of affabiluy, {pread 
over all they do, rendeis them amiable, and, 1f my 
foul was more happy, I fhould finda pleafure in the 
diverfity of objects that fucceflively pafs befoie my 
eyes but the little reference they have to thee eflaces. 
the agreeablenefs of their novelty thou alone art my 
good, and my pleafure 
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Have been long, my dear dza, without being able 
I to beftow a moment on my favovrite occupation 
yet I have a great many extraordinary things to teach 
thee, and avail myfelf of this firft fhort leifure to begin 
thy information 

The next day after I had vifited the Pallas, Deter - 
ville caufed a very fine habit, of the fafhion of the 

country, 
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eountry, to be brought me. After my little China 
chad put it on according to her fancy, fhe led me to 
that ingenious Machine which doubles objects Though 
I fhould be now habituated to its effects, I could not 
help being furprized at feeing my figure ftand as sf I 
jwas over again{t myfelf. 
" My new accoutrements did not difpleafe me Per- 
ahaps I fhoula have more regretted thofe which I left 
‘of, if they had not made every body troublefome by 
¢her flaring at me : 
4 The Caceque came into my chamber, juft as the girl 
gwas adding fome tiinkets to my drefs. He ftopped 
at the Door, and looked at me for fome tame with- 
out {peaking So profound was his reverence, that 
he ftept afide to let the Chzza go out, and put himfelf 
an her place without perceiving it. His Eyes fixed up- 
gon me, he examined all my perfon with fuch a fer1ous 
‘attention as a little difcompofed me, though I knew 
not his reafon 
4 However, to fhew him my acknowledgment for his 
anew benefadiions, I offered him my hand, and, not 
abeing able to exprefs my fentiments, I thought I could 
not fay any thing more agreeable to him thaa fome of 
ythofe words which he amufed himfelf with teaching 
‘me to repeat I endeavoured even to give them the 
fame tone as he did in pronunciation. 
. What effect they inftantaneoufly had on him I know 
mot but his eyesfparkled, his cheeks redden’d, he ap- 
yproached me trembling, and feemed to havea mind to 
{natch me into lis aris, then ftopping fuddenly he 
iprefsd my hand, and pronounced in a paffionate 
, tone——— No—+ e/pedi—her vii tue and many other 
‘wolids, which I undeiftood no better than thefe Then 
, throwing hiniclf upon his feat, on the other fide of 
,the 100m, he Icaned his head upon his hand, and fat 
moping with all the tokens of afflctive pain 
‘I was alarmed at his condition, not doubting but I 
‘had occafioned him fome uneafinefs- I drew near him 
, to teflify my repentance, but hic gently pufhed me away 
withowt 
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without looking at me, and I did not dare fay ans 
thing more I was in the greateft confufion when the 
fervants came in to bnng us victuals~ he then rofe, 
and we eat together in our ufual manner, his pain 
feeming to have no other confequence but a little for 
row yet he was not lefs kind and good to me, which 
feemed to me inconceivable 

I did not dare to hft up my eyes upon him, or 
make ufe of the figns which commonly ferved us in 
ftead of converfation but our meal was at time fs 
different from the ufual hour of repaft, that I could 
not help fhewing fome tokens of furprize. All that | 
could underitand of his anfwer was, that we were foor 
to change our dwelling In effect, the Cacique, after 
going in and out feveral times, came and took me by 
the hand. [I Jet him lead me, full mufing with myfel! 
on what had paffed, and confidering whether the change 
of our place was not a confequence of 1t. 

Scarce was I got without the outward door of the 
houfe before he helped me up a pretty high ftep, and 
{ advanced into a chamber, fo low that one could not 
fiand upnght init but there was room enough for the 
Cacique, the Chzna, and myfelf all to fit at eafe Thr 
little Apartment 1s agreeably furmfhed, has a window 
on each fide that enlightens :t fufficiently ; but 1t 1s not 
fpacious enough to walk in 

While I was confidering it with furprize, and en 
deavouring to divine what could be Detervzlle’s rea 
fon for fhutting us up foclofe. (Omy dear dza! how 
familiar prodigies are in this country) [ felt this ma- 
chine, or hut, I know not what to call it, move and 
change its place This motion made me think of the 
floating houfe The Cac:gue faw me frightened, and, 
as he 1s attentive to my leaft uneafinefs, pacifyed me 
by making me look out of one of the Windows | 
faw, not without extreme furprize, that this machine, 
fufpended pretty near the earth, moved by a fecret 
power which I did not comprehend, 

Detervills 
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? Deterville then fhew’d me that feveral Hamas *, of 
b fpecies unknown to us, went before us, and drew us 
after them OO light of my days! thefe people muft 
have a genius more than human that enables them to 
invent things fo ufeful and fingular - but there muft be 
d4ifo in this nation fome great defects that moderate its 
sower, otherwife it muft needs be muftrefs of the whole 
orld 
€ For four days we were fhut up in this wonderful 
machine, leaving it only at might to take our reft in 
: firft houfe we came to , and then I always quitted 
t with regret. I confefs, my dear zu, that, not- 
(ithftanding my tender inquietudes, I have tafted 
leafures, during this journey, that were before un- 
nown tome. Shut up im the temple from my moft 
tender infancy, I was unacquainted with the beauties 
of the univerfe, and every thing thatI fee ravifhes and 
ae me 

The immenfe fields, which are inceflantly chang’d 

and renew'd, hurry on the attentive mind with more 
sapidity than we pafs over them : 
4 The eyes, without being fatigued, rove at once o- 
wer anzafinite variety of admirable objects, and at the 
dame time are at reft One feems to find no other 
bounds to the fight than thofe of the world itfelf; 
which error flatters us, gives us a fatisfactory idea of 
our own grandeur, and feems to bring us nearer to the 
creator of thefe wonders. 

At the end of a fineday, the heavens prefent to us a 
f{pectacle not lefs admirable than that of the earth. 
“Tranfparent clouds affembled round the Sun, tin@tured 
with the moft lively colours, fhew us mountains of fhade 
and hght in every part, and the majeftic diforder at- 
tracts our admiration till we forget ourfelves. 

The Cacgue has had the complaifance to let me 
every day ftep out of the rolling hut, in order to con- 
template at leifure the wonders which he faw me ad- 
mire 

How delicious are the woods, my dear Aza! If 


the 
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the beauties of heaven and earth tranfport us far fror 
ourfelves by an involuntary rapture, thofe of the fo 
refts bring us back again by an inward incomprehen 
fible bias, the fecret of wtuch 1s in nature only 
When we enter thefe delightful places, an univerfa 
charm overflows all the fenfes, and confounds thei 
ufe. We think we fee the cooling breeze before we 
feelit The diferent fhades in the coiou: of leaves 
foften the light that penetrates them, and feem tc 
ftnke the fentument as foon as the fight An agreea 
bie, but indeterminate odour, leaves it difficult for us 
to difcern whether it affects the tafte or the fmell 
Even the air, without being perceived, conveys to 
our effence a pure pleafure, which feems to give us 
another fenfe, though it does not mark out the organ 

it 

O, my dear 4za’ how would thy prefence em- 
bellifh thofe pure delights! how have I defired to fhare 
them w.th thee! The witnefs of my tender thoughts, 
I fhould have made thee find, in the fentrments of my 
heart, charms more powerful than all thofe of the 
beauties of the univerfe 





Lee eek aexih 


T laft, my dear 4za, lam got into a city called 
Paris Our journey 1s at an end, but, according 
to all appearances, fo are not mv troubles 

More attentive than ever, fince my arrival here, to 
all that paffes, my d.fcoveries produce only torment, 
and prefage nothing but misfortunes I find thy idea 
in tne leaf of my curious defires, but cannot meet 
with it in any of the objects that I fee. 

As weillas I can yudge by the time we fpent in paf- 
fing through this city, and bv the great number of in- 
habitants with whom the ftreets are filled, it contains 
more people than could be got togcther in two or three 
of our countries. 


I! reflc& 
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I reflect on the wonders that have been told me of 
<wtto, and endeavour to find here fome ftrokes of the- 
picture which I conceive of that great city but a’as! 
what a difference * 

-! This place contains bridges, rivers, fields - it feems. 

to be an univerfe, rather than a particular feat of ha- 

Bitation I fhould endeavour in vain to give thee a juft 

idea of the height of the houfes They are fo pro- 
igioufly elevated, thatit 1s more eafy to believe nature 
oduced them as they are, than to comprehend how 

then could build them. 

4 Here at is that the family of the Caczgue_ refides. 

Their houfe 1s almoft as magnificent as that of the 

Sun the furniture and fome parts of the walls are of 

gold, and the reft 1s adarned with a various mxture of 

the fincft colours, which prettily enough reprefent the. 

Beauties of nature 

4 At my arrival, Detervil/e made me underftand that 

was conducting me to his mother’s apartment. We 
found her iechned apon a bed of almoft, the fame form 

With that of the Jzens, and of the fame metal *. Af- 
r having held out her hand to the Caczque, who 
fled it bowing almoft to the ground, .fhe embraced 

im, but.with a'kindnefs fo cold, a joy fo comttrain- 
ed, that, 1f previous information had not been given 
me, I fhould not have known the, fentuments of| nature 
in the carefles of this mother. wig: 

3 After a moments converfation, the Caggue made, 
edrawnear She caft on mea difdamful look, and,, 
ithout anfwermg what her fon faid to. her, continued 

ey to turn round her finger a thread, which hung 

to a {ma‘l piece of gold | 

\ Detcrville left us to goand meet a ftately, bulky 

man, who had advanced fome fteps towards him. He 

émbraced both him, and another woman who was em- 
ploy’d inthe fame manner as the Pa/Jas. 


As. 
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_The beds, chans, and tebles of the Leas were of 
maiiv co'd 
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As foon as the Cac:que had appeared in the chambe 
2 young maiden, of about my age, ran to us, an 
followed him with a timid eagernefs that feem’d rx 
markable. Joy fhone upon her countenance, yet di 
not banifh the marks of a forrew that feem d to affe¢ 
her. Deterc:l/e embraced her laft, but with a tender 
nefs fo natural that my heart was moved atit Alas 
my dear 4za, what would our tranfports be, 1f, afte 
fo many misfortunes, fate fhould reunite us ? 

During this ttme I kept near the Pa//as, whom | 
durft not quit, norlook up at *, out of refpeét, Some 
fevere glances, which fhe threw from time to time up 
on me, compleated my confufion, and put me under a 
conftraint that affected my very thoughts. 

At Jaft, the young damfel, as 1f fhe had guefs’d at 
my diforder, as foon as fhe had quitted Detervilh, 
came and took me by the hand, and led me toa 
window where we both fat down. Though I did not 
underftand any thing fhe faid to me, her eyes full of 
goodnefs fpoke to me the univerfal language of be- 
neficent hearts ; they infpired me with a confidence 
and fnendfhip which I would willingly have exprefs'd 
to her but, not being able to utter the fentiments of 
my mind, I pronounced all that I knew of her lan- 
guage 

She fmiled more than once, looking on Detervslie 
with the moft tender fweetnefs. I was pleafing myfelf 
with this converfation, when the Pallas fpoke fome 
words aloud, looking fternly on my new fnend, 
whofe countenance immediately falling, fhe thruit a- 
way my hand which fhe before held in hers, aad took 
no farther notice of me. 

Some time after that, an old woman, of gloomy 
appearance, entered the room, went up towards the 
Pallas, then came and took me by the arm, led me to 
a chamber at the top of the houfe, and left me there 
atone Though 


* Young damfels, though of the blood royal, fhow | 
3 profound refpect to married women, 
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-<Thouch this moment could not be efteemed the 
moft eatattnate of my life, yet, my dear Aza, I 
could not pafs 1t without much concern I expeéted, 
at the end of my journey, fome relief to my fatigues, 
atid that in the Caceque’s family I fhould at leaft meet 
wjth the fame kindnefs as from him. The cold re- 
‘aption of the Pa//as, the fudden change of behaviour 
the damfel, the rudenefs of this woman m_ forcing 
ye from a place where I had rather have ftaid, the 
ttention of Deterv://e, who did not oppofe the vio- 
ce fhewn me; in a word, all circumftances, that 
ght augment the pains of an unhappy foul, pre 
(ehted themfelves at once with their moft rueful af- 
pects! I thought myfelf abandon'd by all the world, 
and was bitterly deploring my difmal deftiny, when I 
beheld my China coming in. Her prefence, in my 
Gtuation, feemed to me an effential good Iran to 
her, embraced her with tears, and was more melted 
when I faw her touch’d with my affliction. When a 
nd is reduced to pity itfelf, the compaffion of ano- 
eris vety valuable The marks of this young wo- 
an’s affection foftened my anguifh I related to hey 
by gniefs, as if fhe could underftand me JI aked her 
;thoufand queftions, as if 1t had been in her power 
to anfwer them Her tears {poke to my heart, and 
mine continued to flow, but with lefs bitternefs than 
fore 


: thought, at Jeaft, that I fhould fee Deterville at 







e hour of refrefhment, but they brought me up 

Ctuals, and I faw him not Since have loft thee, 
fear idol of my heart, this Caczgue 1s the only hu- 
whan creature that has fhewn me an unmterrupted 
courfe of goodnefs , fo that the cuftom of feeing him 
became a kind of neceflity. Hus abfence redoubled 
my forrow. After expecting him long im vain, I laid 
me down, but fleep had not yet fealed my eyes be- 
fore I faw him enter my chamber, followed by the 


young woiian whofe brifk difdain had fo fenfibly af- 
cted me. 
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She threw herfelf upon my bed, and by a thoufand 
carefles feemed defirous to repair the all treatment the 
had given me 

The Caczgue fat down by my bedfide, and feemed 
to receive as much pleafure in feeing me again, as I en 
o,'d in perceiving I was not abandon’d =They talked 
together with their eyes fixed on me,and heap’d on me 
the moft tender marks of affection, 

Infenfibly their conveifation became more feriou: 
Though I did not underftand the:rr difcoarfe, 1t wa 
eafy for me to judge that 1t was founded on confidence 
and frendfip 1 took care not to interrupt them 
but, as foon as they returned to my bed-fide, I er 
deavoured to obtain from the Cacique fome light witl 
regard to thofe particulars which had appeared to me 
the moft extraordinary fince my arrival 

All that I could underftand from his anfwers was, 
that the nome of the young woman before me was 
Celira , that fhe was his filter , that the great man, 
svhom ] had feen in the chamber of the Palas, was 
his elder brother, and the other young woman, that 
brother's wife. 

Cehne became more dearto me, whenI underftood 
fhe was the Cacrguc’s fifter, and the company of both 
+sas fo agreeable, that I did not perceive it was day- 
ight before they left me. 

After ther departure, I fpent the reft of the time, 
deftin’d to repofe, in converfing with thee. ‘This 1s 
my happinefs, my only joy Jt 1s to thee alone, dea: 
foul of my thoughts, that I unbofom my heart, thou 
fhalt ever be the fole depofitary of my fecrets, my 
tendernefs, and my fentiments 
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F I did not continue, my dear 4ze, to take from 
my fleep the time that I give to thee, I fhould no 
more enjoy thofe delicious moments, in which I a 
or 


j Y dee 
éfo. thee only. They have made me refume my virgin 
habits, and oblige me to remain all day in a room Flt 
Of people, who are changed and renewed every mo- 
ment without feeming to diminifh 

This mvoluntary cifipation, in fpite of me, often 
{cparates me from my tender thoughts but if, for 
fome moments, I Jofe that lively attention which unites 
‘our hearts, I often fi d thee again in the advantageous 
stomparifons I male of thee with whatever furrounds 


e 

In the different countries that I have paffed through, 

have not feen any favages fo haughtily familar as 
tthefe The women, 1n paiticular, feem to havea kind 
of difdainful civility that difgufts human nature, and 
would perhaps infpire me with as much contempt for 
them, as they fhew for others, if I knew them better 

One of them caufed an affront to be given me 
yefterday, which fill afli@s me — Juft when the af- 
Aembly was moft numerous, after fhe had been fpeak- 
ang to feveral perfons without percerving me , whe- 
ither by chance, or that fomcbody made her take no- 
itice of me, as foon as fhe caft her eyes on me, fhe 
burft out a laughing, quitted her place precipitately, 
came to me, made me 1ife, and, after having turned 
me backwards and forwards as often as her vivacity 
prompted, aftci having handled all the parts of my 
drefs vith a fciupulous attention, fhe beckon’d to a 
young man to d.aw near, and began again with him 
the examimation of my figure 

Though I fhew’da diflike to the liberty which both 
of them took, as the richne’s of the woman’s drefs 
made me take he: for a Pol/as, and the magnificence 
of the young man, who was all over plated with gold, 
made lum look like an Ang *, I dared not ofpofe 


their 


* A prince of the blood there muft be leave from 
an Jaca fo1 a Perranan to wear gold upon his aprarel, 


and the Jae gives tlis permiftion only to the princes of 
the blood 10, al. 
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their will . but this rafh fayage, embolden’d by the 
famihanty of the Pe/las, and perhaps by my fubmif- 
fion, having had the :mpudence to put his hand upon 
my neck, I pufh’d it away with a furprize and indig- 
nation that fhew’d him I underftood good manners bet- 
ter than limfelf 

Upon my crying out, Detervil/e came up, and after 
he had {poke a few words to the young favage, the 
latter, clapping one hand upon his fhoulder, fet up 
fuch a laugh as quite diftorted his figure 

The Caczgue difengag’d himfelf, and, blufhing, fpoke 
to him in fo cold a tone, that the young man’s gaiety 
vanifhed he feemed to have no mote to fay, and re- 
tired without coming near us again. 

O my dear 4za, what a refpe&t do the manners of 
this country make me have for thofe of the children 
of the Sun! How does the temerity of the young 
Angu: bring back to my mind thy tender refpect, thy 
fage referve, and the charms of decency that reigned 
in our converfations! I perce:ved it the firft moment 
IT faw thee, dear delight of my foul, and I fhall think 
of it all the days of my]ife Thou alone uniteft in 
thyfelf all the perfeétions which nature has fhed upon 
mankind , as mj heart has collected within it all the 
fenuments of tendernefs and admiration that will at- 
tach me to thee tll death. 
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ae more J fee the Caczgue and his fifter, my dear 
Aza, the more trouble I have to perfuade myfelf 
they are of this nation they alone know what virtue 

is, and refpect it 
The fimple manners, the native goodncfs, and the 
modeft gaiety of Cel/:za, would make one think fhe 
had been bred up among our virgins ‘lhe honett 
{weetmefs, the ferrous tendernefs of her brother, wend 
eafily 
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eafily perfuade me that he was born of the Blood of 
the Incas They both treat me with as much huma- 
nity as we fhould thew them, 1f hke misfortunes had 
brpught them among us. 
I do not doubt but the Caczque is a good tnbutary*. 
:He never enters my apartment but he makes me a 
kefent of fome of the wonderful things with which 
ps country abounds. Sometimes they are pa of 
that machine which doubles objects, inclofed 1n hittle 
“mes of curious matter, At other times he brings 
me little ftones of furprifing luftre, with which y 1s 
tHe cuftom here to adorn almoft all the parts of the 
body they hang them to their ears, put them on the 
flomach, the Neck, the Shoes, which has all a very 
agreeable effect, 

But what I am moft amufed with are certain {mall 
wtenfils of a very hard metal, and moft fingular ufe. 
Some are employed in the works which Ce/:na teaches 
Me to make. others of a cuttmg form, ferve to di- 
Wide all forts of ftuffs, of which we make as many bits 
@ we pleafe without trouble, and 1m a very diverting 

anner. 
> Thave an infinite number of other ranties ftil] more 
€xtroardinary which not being in ufe with us, I 
cannet find words in our tongue to give thee an Idea 
of them, 

I keep all thefe gifts carefully for thee, my dear 
fiza: befides the pleafure thy furprize will give me 
when thou feeft them, they undoubtedly belong to 
thee If the Caczgue was not dubje& to thy obedience, 
‘would he pay me a tribute which he knows te be due 
gnly to thy fupreme rank *? The refpeét he has always 
fhewn me, made me think from the firft that my birth 

was 


* The Caciques and Curacas were obhged to fur- 
nifh the drefs and provifions of the Jzca and the Sane 
‘They never came into the Prefence of either, without 
yoffering them fome tribute of the Cunofities of the 
province they commanded, 
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was known to him; and the prefents he now honours 
me with convince me that he knows I am to be thy 
fpoufe, fince he treats me alreadv as a Mama Ocla*. 

This conviction revises me, and calms a part of my 
mquietudes I conceive that nothing 1s wanting, but 
the power of eapreffing myfelf, for me to be inform- 
ed what aie the Caerque’s reafons for keeping me, and 
to determine him to deliver me into thy Power but 
til] that can be, I have a great many Pains to fuffer 

The humour of Afedarie (fo they call Deterville’s 
mother) 1s not near fo amiable as that of her children 
Far from treating me with fo much goodnefs, fhe fhews 
me on all occafions a coldnefs and difdain that morti- 
fies me, though J can neither remedy nor difcover the 
caufe of it, and vet, by an oppofition of fentiments 
T underftand ftill lefs, fhe requires to have me continu- 
ally with her 

This gives me mfupportable torture for conftraint 
reigns Wherever fhe is. and it 1s only by ftealch that 
Sc/ima and her brother give me figns of their friend- 
fhip They do not themfelves dare to fpeak freely 
before her for which reafon they fpend part of the 
nights in my chamber, which 1s the only time we en- 
joy in peace the pleafure of feeing one another 
Though I cannot paitake of thew converfation, their 
prefence is eluaysag'eesb.e tome It 1s not for want 
of careineither of them thatIam nothappy Alas! 
my dear 4=c, they are sgnorant that I cannot bear to 
be remote from thee, and that ] do rot think myfelf 
to jive except nen the Remembrance of thee and my 
tendermefs employ me entirely 
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Have fo few 2 pos left, my dea Aza, that I 
fcarce daie ufe them When I would go to 
knotting them, the dread of feeing an end of them 
flops 


* This 1s the name the queens take when they afcend 
the th.ore 
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flops ine ; as if I could multiply by {paring them 
[ am going to lofe the pleafure of my foul, the fupport 
of my Life’ nothing can reheve the weight of thy 
abfence, which muft now weigh me down 
AI tafted a delicate pleafure in preferving the remem- 
brance of the moft fecret motions of my heart to offer 
fee its homage. My defign was to preferve the me- 
tory of the principal cuftoms of this fingular nation ; 
ta amufe thy leifure with in more happy times Alas § 
Bhave little hopes now left of executing my project. 
* If I find at prefent fo much difficulty in putting my 
ideas into order, how fhall I hereafter recall them 
without any foreign affiftance? "Tis true they offer 
me one, but the execution of 1t is fo difficult, that I 
think 1t impoffible 
The Cac:gue has brought me one of this country 
favages, who comes daily to give me leffons m his 
tongue, and to fhew me the method of giving a fort 
@f exiftence to thoughts This is done by drawing 
all figures, which they call Letters, with a feather, 
@pon a thin matter called Paper, Thefe figures have 
flames, and thofe names put together reprefent the 
und of words But thefe names and founds feem to 
the fo little diftin& from one another, that, if Ido 
in time fucceed in learning them, am fure it will 
not be without a great dealof pains. This poor f{a- 
ace takes an incredible deal of pams to teach mey 
and I give myielf move to learn yet I make fo hitle 
prarels that I would renounce the enterprize, of [ 
ph new any other way to inform myfelf of thy fate and 
ine 
There 1s no other, my dear 4za, therefore my 
whole delight 1s now in this new and fingular ftudy. 
T would hive alone all that I fee difpleafes me, and 
ithe necefity :mpofed on me of bemg alwaysin Ma- 
dame’s apartment gives me torment 
At fult, by exciting the curiofity of others, I 
amufed my own but, where the eyes only are to be 
fufed, they are foon to be fatisfed All the women 
LE are 
# 
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are alike, have ftill the fame manners, and I think 
they always fpeak tne fame words. ‘The appearance; 
are more varied among the men, fome of them lool, 
asif they thought but, in general [ fufpeét this na 
tion not to be what it appears, for affectation feem, 
to be its ruling character 

If the demonftrations of zeal and earneftnefs, with 
which the moft trifling duties of fociety are here graced, 
were natural, thefe people, my dear 4za@, muft certain 
ly have in their hearts more goodnefs and humanity 
than ours and who can think thus poffible ? 

If they had as much ferenity in the foul as upon the 
countenance, 1f the propenfity to joy which 1 remark 
in all their ahors, was fincere, would tney chufe for 
their amufement fuch fpectacles as they have carried 
me to fee? 

They conduéted me into a place, where was repre. 
fented, almoft as in thy palace, the actions of men 
who areno * more But as we revive only the me- 
mory of the moft wife and virtuous, I believe only 
madmen and villains are reprefented here Thote 
who perfonated them rav’d and ftormd as if they 
were wild, and I faw one of them carry his fury fo 
high as to kill himfelf The fine women, whom 
feemingly they perfecuted, wept inceflanily, and 
fhewd fuch tokens of defpair, that the words they 
made ufe of weie not neceflary to fhew the eacefs of 
their angaifh 

Could one think, my dear Aza, that a whole peo 
ple, whofe oatiide 1s fo humane, ithould be pleafed at 
the reprefentation of thofe misfortunes o1 crimes, 
which either overwhelmed or degraded creatures like 
themfelves * 

Bat perhaps they have occafion here for the horror 


of vice to conduct them to virtue. This thought farts 
upon 


* The Incas caufed a kind of comedies to be repre 
fented, the fubjeis of which were taken from the 
brighteft acticns of their piedecetiois. 
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upon me unfought, and if it were true, how thould f 
pity fach a nation * Ours, more favour’d by nature, 
cherifhes goodnefs for its own charms we want only 
odels of virtue to make us virtuous, as nothing $ 
‘requifite but to love thee in order to become amiable. 
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“FT Know not what farther to think of the genius of 
this nation, my dear Aza. It runs through the 
extremes with fuch rapidity, that it requires more abi- 
lity than I poffefs to fit in judgment upon sts cha- 
racter 

They have fhean me a f{peétacle intirely oppofite 
to the former. That, cruel and frightful, made rea- 
fon revolt, and humbled hamanmity this, amufing 
and agreeable, imitates nature, and does honour ta 
good fenfe It was compofed of a great many more 
men and women than the former they reprefented 
alfo fome aétions of human life, but whether they ex- 
prefled pain or pleafure, yoy or forrow, the whole was 
done by fongs and dances 

The intelligence of founds, my dear 4z@, muft be 
univerfal for I found it no more difficult to be affed- 
ed with the different paflions that were reprefented, 
than if they had been exprefs’d in our language. This 
feems to me very natural . 

Human fpeech 1s doubtlefs of man’s invention, be- 
caufe it differs accoiding to the difference of natiogs. 
Nature, more powerful, and more attentive to the 
neceffities and pleafures of her creatures, has given 
* them general means of exprefling them, which are well 

imitated by the fongs I heard 

If it be true that fharp founds exprefs better the 
need of help in violent fear, o1 acute pam, thay 
words underitood in one part of the world, and which 
have no fignification in another; it as not lefs cercam 
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that tender fighs ftmke our hearts with a more effic 
¢ious compaflion than words, the odd arrangement of 
which fometimes produces juft a contrary effeét. 

Do not lively and light founds inevitably excite in 
our foul that gay pleafure, which the recital of a di- 
verting ftory, or a joke properly introduced, can but 
imperfeétly rarfe ? 

Are there expreffions in any language that can com- 
municate genuine pleafure with fo much fuccefs as the 
natural {ports of animals? Dancing feems an humble 
imitation of them, and infpires much the fame fenti- 
ment 

In fhort, my dear Aza, every thing in this laft 
fhow was conformable to nature and humanity Can 
any benefit be conferred on man, equal to that of in- 
{pinng him with joy? 

{ felt it myfelf, and was tranfported by it in fpite 
of me, when I was interrupted by an accident that 
happen'd to Celna. 

As we came out, we ftep’d a little afide from the 
croud, and le2n’d on one another for fear of fal- 
hing. Deterville was fome paces before us leading his 
fifter-in-law , when a young favage, of an amiable 
figure, came up to Ce/:na, whifper’d a few words to 
her very low, gave her a bit of paper which fhe fcarce 
had ftrength to take, and retired. 

Celina, who was fo frighten’d at his approach as to 
make me partake of her trembling, turned her head 
langnuifhingly towards him when he quitted us She 
feemed fo weak, that, fearing fhe was attack’d by fome 
fudden ilinefs, I was going to call Detervz/le to her 
affiftance. but fhe ftop’d me, and by putting her fin- 
ger on her mouth, required me to be filent. I chofe 
rather to be uneafy, than to difobey her 

The fame evening, when the biother and fitter 
came into my chamber, Celima fhew'd the Caczque 
the paper fhe had received. By the little I could 
guefs at m their converfation, I fhould have thoughe 


fee loved the young man who gave it her, if it ed 
een 
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been poflible for one to be frighten’d at the prefence of 
what one loves. 

I have made other remarks, my dear za, which 
I would have imparted to thee ; but alas! my Quapos 
are all ufed- the laft threads are in my hands, and [ 
am knotting the laft knots The knots, which feemed 
to me a cham of communication betwixt my heart 
and thie, are now only the forrowful objeéts of my 
regret. Illufion quits me, frightful truth takes her 
‘place, my wandering thoughts, bewilder’d in the 
immenfe void of abfence, will hereafter be anniht 
lated with the fame rapidity as time Dear za, 
they feem to feparate us once again, and fnatch me 
afreth from thy love. I lofe thee! I quit thee ' f 
fhall {ee thee no more! Aza, dear hope of my heart, 
how diftant indeed are we now to be removed from 
each other ! 
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dear 4za ' The Sun has run half his courfe fince 
I Jaft enjoy’d the artificial happinefs of believing T cone 
verfed with thee. How tedisus has this double ah 
fence appeared! What courage did I want to fupport 
it! I hved in futurity only, and the prefent time did 
not feem worthy to be computed All my thoughts 
were nothing but defires, my refleCtions but fo man 
projects, and my fentiments but a feries of hopes. 
Scarce have I learned to form thefe figures, and yet 
T will now try to make them the iterpreters of my 
afion 
: feel myfelf re-animated by this tender employ. 
ment. reftored to myfelf, I begin to hve agam. Aza, 
how dear art thou! what delight do I take in telling 
thee fo, in painting thefe fentiments, and giving them 
all poffible means of exaftence! I would trace them 
Boe upon 


He2 much of my time has been efficed, my 
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upon the hardeft metal, upon the walls of my cham- 
her, vpon my garments, upon all that furrounds me, 
and exprefs them in all lan uages. 

How fatal, alas, has fernotieles of the language 
Inow ufe been to me! How deceitful was the hope 
that prevail’d on me to learn it! Scarce had I got ac- 
quainted with it but a new untverfe opened to my eyes, 
ob,ects took another form, and every hght I gain'd 
difcover'd to me a new misfortune 

My mind, my heart, my eyes, the Sun himfelf 
has deceived me He enlightens the whole world, of 
sshich thy empire, and the various kingdoms that 
own thy fupremacy, are a portion only Do not 
think, my dear za, that they have impofed upon 
me in thefe incredible faéis, which they have but too 
well proved 

Far from being among people fubjctted to thy obe- 
dience, I am not only under a foreign dominion, but 
fo prodigioufly remote from thy empire, that our na- 
ton had fl] been unknown here, if the avarice of the 
&pa-zerds had not made them furmount the moft hi- 
deous dangers to come at us. 

Will not love do as much as a thurft of riches has 
done? if thot loveft me, sf thou defireft me, 1f thou 
only thinkeft yet of the unhappy Ze/:a2, I have every 
thing to expect from thy tendernefs and thy genero- 
fity Let them teach me the roads that lead to thee, 
and the perils to be furmounted, or the fatigues to be 
borne, fhall be fo many pleafures to my heart 
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Am as yet fo little a proficient in the art of wri- 
tng, that st takes me up abundance of time to form 
cnly a few lines Often it happens, my dear za, 
that, after having written much, | cannot myfelf di- 
vine what I have endeavoured to exprefs. This per. 
plexity 
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plexity confounds my ideas, and makes me fosget 
what I had with pain revolved in my memory, I be- 
gin again, do no better, and yet I proceed 
The tafk would be more eafy to me, if I had no- 
thing to give thee but eypreffions of my_tendernefs - 
the vivacity of my fentuments would then furmount all 
\difficulties 
: But I would alfo render thee an account of all that 
ts paffed during the long interval of my filence. I 
swould not have thee ignorant of any of my actions: 
¥and yet of fo little rmportance, fo little uniform have 
. they a long time been, that 1t would be impoffible for 
‘me to diflinguish one from another 
The principal event of my life has been Deterwzlle's 
departure. 
As long ago, as they call here fav mnths, he has 
been gone to War for the intereft of 11s fovercign. 


/ When he fet out, I did rot yet know the ufe of his 


tongue bet, by the hvely gnef he difcovered at pait- 


ing from hus fitizr ard me, I underftcod that we were 
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ging to lofe him for a long time 

I fhed many tears , a thousand fears filled my heart, 
left the kindrefs of Celia fhould wear off In him 
I loft the moft folid hope of feecing thee again ‘T'o 
whom could I have had recourfe, if any new misfor- 
tunes had happen’d to me? Nobody underftood my 
language 

It was not long before I felt the cfects of his ab. 
fence Madame his mother, whofe contempt I had 
but too juftly guefs'd at (and who had not kept me fo 
much in her chamber, but to indulge the vanity fhe 
conceived on the account of my birth, and the power 
fhe had over me) caufed me to be fhut up with Cela 
in a houfe of virgins, where we now are The hfe 
that we lead here 1s fo very uniform, that it can pro. 
duce but very mconfiderable events. 

This retreat would not difpleafe me, if it had not 
deprived me, yuft as I began to underftand every 
thing, of the inftruétions I wanted to carry on my 
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defign of coming to thee The virgins that live here 
are fo profoundly ignorant, that they cannot fatisfy my 
moft tnfling enquires 

The worfhip which they render to the Divinity of 
the country requires that they fhould renounce all his 
benefits, all intelligence of the mind, all the fenti- 
ments of the heart, and I think even reafon itfelf, if 
one may judge from their difcourfe. 

Though fhut up hke ours, thefe virgsns have one ad 
vantage that 1s not to be found in the temple of the 
San The walls are open here in feveral places, and 
fecured only by crofs bars of iron, fo clofe that they 
cannot be got between By thefe places, which are 
called Parlours *, they have the liberty of converfing 
with perfons who are without 

It is through one of thefe convenient places that I 
continue to have my wntng leffons. I fpeak to no 
body but the mafter who gives them to me, and his 
ignorance, in every thing but his art, 1s not like to 
refcue me out of’nane Celza feems no better 1n- 
formed than the reft. In the anfwers fhe gives to my 
queftons I obferve a certain perplexity, which can 
proceed from nothing but either aukward diffimula- 
tion, or profound ignorance Whichfoever it be, her 
converfation 1s always confined to the affairs of her 
own heart, and thofe of her family. 

The young Frenchman who {poke to her, as we came 
out from the finging entertamment, is her lover, as I 
guefs’d before. 

But madame Detervil/e, who will not let them come 
tegether, forbids her feeing him; and, the more ef- 
feétually to hinder her, will not permit her to fpeak 
to any perfon whatfoever without 

Not that the choice 1s unworthy of her , but this 
vain and unnatural mother, takmg advantage of a bar- 
barous cuftom eftabl.thed among the great in this 
Country, obliges Cena to put on the virgin’s habit, 
in order to make her eldeft fon the richer. 

Fro m 
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From the fame motive fhe has obliged Detervr/le to 
enter into a partscular order, from which he cannot be 
difengag’d after he has pronounced certain words cal- 
Jed vorvus. 

Cehna, with all her power, oppofes the facrifice 
they would make of her her courage is fupported by 
Ber lover's letters, which I receive from my writng 
fnafter, and deliver to her. Yet her vexation fo alters 
cher charaéter, that, far from fhewing me the fame 
fiindnefs fhe did before I fpoke her tongue, fhe {preads 
doch a fournefs over all our converfation, as renders 
my forrows the more acute 
« Her troubles, of which I am the perpetual confi- 
dante, I hear without difguft. I bewail them with- 
Out art, and comfort her with friendfhip . but if my 
tendeinefs, awaken'd by the picture of her’s, drives 
me to feek eafe to my opprefs’d heart by only pro- 
mouncing thy name, impatience and contempt are 1m- 
“mediately painted in her countenance; fhe difputes thy 
'underftanding, thy virtues, andeven thy love 
3, My very Céiwa(I have no other name for her, 

‘Mhis having fo pleafed that it has been continued) my 
bina, Who feem’d to love me, who obey’d me in 
fall things, takes the liberty to exhort me to think no 
‘more of thee, or leaves me, if 1 bid her be filent. 
‘Celina then comes in, and I muft hide my refentment. 

This tyrannical conftraint heightens all my ills. I 
‘have nothing left but the painful fatisfaction of cover- 
‘ang this paper with expreflions of my tendernefs, it 

gone the only docile witnefs of the fentiments of my 
heart. 

Alas' perhaps the pains I take are ufelefs; perhaps 

‘thou wilt never know that I lived for thee alone. 
‘This hornble thought enfeebles my courage, yet does 
not interrupt my defign of continuing to write to thee. 
I preferve my illufion, that J may preferve my life for 
thee. 1banith the cruel reafon that would inform me, 
Uf I did not hope to fee thee again, I am fure, my 

sdear Axa, I thould perth: for hfe without thee is a 

Sica to me, 
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ITHFRTO, my dear Aza, bufied only abou 
the pains of my heart, I have faid nothing 
thee concer! ing thofe of my mind, yet thefe are nc’ 
the lefs cruel, becaufe I have omitted them I ex 
penence one of a kind unknown among us, and 
Which nothing but the equivocal genius of this natior 
could invent 
The government of this empire, quite oppofite to 
that of thine, muft needs be defeétive. Whereas ti: 
Capa-Inca 1s odlig’d to provide for the f{ubfiftence o, 
his people, in Ewrope the fovereigns fubfift only on th 
labours of their fubjects whence it 1s that moft of th 
crimes and mi:fortunes proceed here from unfatishe. 
neceffities 
The misfortunes of ..e nobles in general arife from 
the difficulties they are under to reconcile their appa 
rent magnificence with their real mifery 
The comron people fupport tier condition b; 
whatis calied commerce 01 induitry, the leaft ev, 
anfing from which 1s infincerity 
Part of the pcople, i orde: to live, are obliged t 
depend on the humanity of others; and that is {( 
bounded, that fcearce have thofe wretches fufficient tc 
keep them alive 
Without gold, it 1s impoffible to acquire any par 
of that landv lich nature ha. given in common to al 
men W4thout poffefling what they call wealth, at 1 
impoffible to have gold, and by a falfe confequence 
repugnant to reafon and natural light, this fenfele! 
people, thinking it a fhame to receive fiom any othe 
than the fovereign the means of life, and the fuppor 
of dignits, give that foveicign an opportumity 
fhowering down his hiberalities on fo {mall a numbe 
of hus fubjecis, in comparifon with thofe that are m 
ferable, that there would be as much folly m pretend.r 
to any flare in them, as there would be :gnominy 1 
obtainin 
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btaining deliverance by death from the impoffibility 
f living without fhame,. 

The knowledge of thefe woful truths excited in 
ny heart at firft only pity for the miferable wretches, 
ind indignation againft the laws But alas! how ma- 
iy cruel reflections does the contemptuous manner, 
Bees I hear them fpeak of thofe that are not rich, 
saufe me to make on myfelf! I have neither gold, nor 
dad, noraddrefs, and yet I neceflarily make a part of 
the citizens of this place. O heaven! in what clafs 
pinft ] rank myfelf ? 

Though I am a ftranger to all fentiment of thame, 
which does not arife from a fault committed, though 
I perceive how foolifh itis to bluth for caufes inde- 
pendent of my power and my will, I cannot help 
faffering from the idea which others have of me. 
‘Fhis pain would be infupportable to me, 1f I did not 
hope that thy generofity will one day put me in a con- 
diuon to1ecompenfe thofe, who, in {pite of me, hum- 
ble me by benefits with which I once thought myfel 
honoured 
% Not that Cra omits any thing in her power to 
calm my inquietudes in this refpect but what I fee, 
what [ learn of this country, gives mea general dif- 
fidence of ther words. Their virtues, my dear Axa, 
Have no more reality than their 11ches The movea- 
bles, which I thought were of gold, have only a thin 
fuperficies of that metal, their true fubftance bemg 
wood. In like manner what they call po/:tene/s has 
WII the outward forms of virtue, and lightly vauls over 
‘their faults but, with a litde attention, the artifice 
of this 12 difcovered, as well as their falfe riches 

T owe part of this knowledge to a fort of wiiting 
they call docks ‘Though I found it very difficult to 
<omprehend what they contain, they have been of 
great ufe to me J extraét notions from them , Cehna 
‘explains to me what the knows, and I form fuch ideas 
was [ think are juft 
.§ Some of thefe deck, teach me what men have done, 

nd others, what they have thought. I cannot ex- 
plain 


C 


ne 


( 60 ) 


plain to thee, my dear za, the exquifite pleafure J 
fhould take in reading them, if I did but underftand 
them better , nor the extreme defire I have to know 
fome of thofe disine men who compofe them As 
they are to the foul what the Sun 1s to the earth, I 
fhould with them find all the lights, all the helps I 
want but I fee no hope of ever having that fatisfac- 
tion. Though Ce/za reads pretty often, fhe is not 
knowing enough to fatisf} me As if fhe had never 
reflected that books were made by men, fhe 1s igno- 
rant of ther names, and even that fuch men ever 
lived 

1 will comvey to thee, my dea: Aza, all that I can 
collect from their wonderful works I will eaplain 
them in our language, and fhall tafte fupreme felicity 
m giving a new pleafureto him I love 

! fhall I ever be able to perform my p rmafe ? 
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Shall not for the future want matter to entertain 

thee, my dear Aza they have let me fpeak toa 
Cufipata, whom they call a +¢/rgiaus, who knows eve- 
ry thing and has promifed to leave me ignorant of 
nothing. As polite as a great lord, as learned as an 
Jmatas, he knows as well the cuftoms of the world 
as the tenets of his religion His converfation, more 
ufeful than a book, has given mea fatisfaction which 
I had not tafted fince my misfortunes feparated me 
from thee. 

He came to teach me the religion of France, and 
exhort me to embrace it~ which I would willingly 
have done, if I had been well affured that he gave me 
a true picture of if. , 

According to what he faid to me of the virtues it 
prefcribes, they are drawn from the law of naturé,-fad 
not lefs pure in fa&t than ours. but I have no pene- 
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tration enough to perceive here, that agreement which 
the manners and cuftoms of a nation fhould have with 
thar religion on the contrary, I find fuch a want of 
connexion bewixt thefe, that my reafon abfolutely re- 
fufes to believe my inftructor 

With regard to the origin and principles of this re- 
lion, they did not appear to me either more incre- 
dible, or more incompatible with good fenfe, than the 
Iuftory of Menco capac and the lake Tificaca * . I 
fhould therefore have been ready to embrace it, if 
the Cufipata had not indignantly defpifed the worfhip 
which we render to the Sun, Partiality of any kind 
deftroy s confidence 

I might have applied to his arguments what he op? 
pofed to mine but if the laws of humanity forbid to 
{trike another, because 1t1s doing him an injury, there 
is more reafon why one fhou!d not hurt the foul of 
anothe: by a contempt of his opinions I contented 
myfelf with explaining to him my fentiments, but did 
not attempt to contradiét his. 

Befides, a mose dear concern preffed me to change 
the fubye&t of ous converfation I interrupted him as 
foon as poffible, to afk how far the city of Pais was 
from that of Cuzco and whether it was poffible to 
get from one to the other The Cu/ipata fatisfied me 
kindly ; and though the diftance he told me there was 
betwixt the two cities was enough to make me defparr, 
though he made me look on the difficulty of perform- 
ing this voyage as almoft infurmountable, it was fuffi- 
cient for me to know that the thing was poffible, in 
order to confirm my courage, and give me confidence 
to communicate my defign to the good father 

He feemed al'onifhd, and endeavour’d to divert 
me from my project with fuch tender words, that I 
was moved myfelf at the dangers I was to be expofed 
to but my refolution however was unfhaken, and I 
pray'd the Cx/pata, in the warmttef.manner, to teach 
me the means of return into dny country He 

would 

* See the hiftory of the Jucas. 
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would not enter into particulars, and only told me 
that Deter izlle, by his tigh birth and perfonal merit, 
being in great credit, might do what he would for 
me and that having an uncle all powerful at the 
court of Spaiz, he could more eafily than any man 
procure me news from our unhappy country. 

The better to determine me to wait for his retuin 
(which he affured me to be near at hand) he added, 
that, after the obligations I had to this generous 
friend, I could not honourably difpofe of myfelf with- 
out hisconfent I agreed with him, heard with plea- 
{ure the ercom'um he made of thofe rare quahiites 
vatch diutinguith Deterville from others of his rank 
The weight of acknowledgment 1s very light, my dear 
Azo, when one receives favours only from the hands 
of virtue 

Tre learned man informed me alfo, how chance 
had conda&ed the Spanzards to thy unfortunate em- 
pre, and that the thirft of gold was the fole caufe of 
their crae!lty He then explained to me in what 
manner the rights of war had caufed me to fall into 
the hands of Deterzille, by a fight in which he was 
yictorioas, after having taken feveral fhips from the 
among which was that in which I was em- 
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barked. 
In fine, my dear Axa, if he his confirmed my mis- 


fortunes, he has at leat drawn me oat of that cruel 
darknefs in which I lived with regard to all thofe ex- 
traordinary events This 1s no {mall folace to my 
pans, and for the reft I wait the return of Deters il/e 
He 1s humane, noble, virtuous, and | may depend up- 
on fis generofiry If he reftores me to thee, what a 
benefit | what joy! what happinefs! 
a 
Vebite teas mot 





Tes my dear Aza, upon making me a fricnd 


of the learned Cvfpata. but a te.ond vafit he I as 
made 
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mde me, has deftroy'd the good opinion I formed of 
hm in the firft in fhort, we have already differ'd 

It at firft he appeared to me gentle and fincere, this 
time I found nothing but rudenefs and falfehood °n all 
that he faid to me 

My mind being eafy with regard to the object of 
my tundernefs, I defired to fatisfy my curiofity, con- 
cermng the wonderful men who make books I began 
by engunmg what rank they held in the world, what 
veneration was paid to them , in fhort, what were the 
honours and tivmphs deciecd to them for fo many be- 
nefts beitow'd on focicty 

1 know not what pleafantry the Cu/pata found in 
my queftions, but he fmiled at each of them, and 
anfwer'd me only by fuch broken fentences, that it 
was not d. ficult for me to fec he deccived me 

In fact, ought T tobeheve that perfons, who know 
and paint fo well the fubtiic delicacies of virtue, fhould 
rot have moic, nay fhould fometimes have lefs of 1t 
In their hearts than other men? Can I beleve that in- 
tereftis the gui'2of a labour more than human, and 
that fo many pains are rewarded only py railleres, or 
at befl by a little moncy ? 

Can I perfaude my feif that, in fo haughty a nation, 
mien who are indifputably above others by the light of 
their underflanuing, are reduced to the woful neceffity 
cf felling their thoughts, as people feil for bread, the 
meareft productions of the earth? 

Talfehood, my dear dza, does not lefs difpleafe me 
when under the tran:parent mafk of pleafanuy, than 
wren under the thick vail of feduétion , that of the 
futher provok’d me, and I did not dergn to give him an 
anf er 

Not being able to fatisfy my felf in this refpeét, I 
turned the converfation again to the poyedt of my 
voyage but, inftcad of difluading me from it with 
the fame gentlenefs as befme, he oppofed fuch ftrong 
and convincing reafons againft mc, thit I had nothing 
but my paffion fo: thee to corvba: them wath, and 1 
made no ferume of confefirg as n uci, 

At 
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At firft he affumed a gay air, and, feeming to 
doubt the truth of my words, anfwered only by jokes, 
which, infiptd as they were, did not fail of offending 
me I labour’d to convince him of my truth, but 
in proportion as the expreffions of my heart prov'd its 
fentuments, his countenance and words grew fevere. 
He dared to tell me that my love for thee was incom- 
patible with virtue , that I muft renounce one or the 
other ; in fhort, that I could not love thee without a 
crime 

At thefe fenfelefs words the moft violent wrath took 
poffefion of my foul I forgot the moderation I had 
preferibed myfelf, I loaded him with reproaches. I 
told him what I thought of the falfity of his words - I 
protefted to him a thoufand times that I would love 
thee always, and, without waiting for his eacufes, 
quitted him, and ran and fhut myfelf up in my cham- 
ber, whither I was fure he could not follow me 

O my dear 4za! how whimficalis the reafon of this 
country ' Always in contradiction with 1tfelf, I cannot 
underftand how I am to obey fome of its precepts 
without thwarting many others. 

It agrees in general that to do good 1s the firft virtue : 
it approves acknowledgment, and profcribes ingrati- 
tude 

It would be laudable in me ifI could re eftablith thee 
upon the throne of thy fathers but I am criminal in 
preferving for thee a good more precious than the em- 
pire of the ‘vorld 

They would commend me if I could recompenfe 
thy benefits by the treafures of Peru Strip'd of all, 
dependent for all, I poffefs only my love , that they 
would have me tear from thee, and become ungratc- 
ful, becaufe I have virtue Ah my dear dza’ I 
fhould deceive them, if I promifed a moment to ceafe 
loving thee. Faithful to their laws, I fhall be fo to 
my love alfo, I fhall live for thee alone. 
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| ieee my dear Aza, that nothing but the joy of 
feeing thee can furpafs that which I felt upon the 
return of Deterazl/e but, as 1f I was never more to 
tafte pleafures unmixed, it was very foon follow’d by a 
forrow which ftill endures. 

Celina was yefterday morning in my chamber, when 
fomebody came and whifper’d her out, and fhe had 
not been long gone, before I was bid to come to the 
parlour I ran thither, and how was I furprized to 
find her brother there with her ! 

I did not diffemble the pleafure I received at feemg 
him to whom I owe fo much efteem and frendfhip. 
As fentiments of this kind border on virtues, I ex- 
prefs’d them with as much truth as I felt them. 

I faw my deliverer, the only fupport of my hope: 
I began to fpeak without conftraint of thee, of my 
love, of my defigns, and my joy {welled upto tranf- 

orts 
; As I did not fpeak French when Deterville went 
away, how many things had IJ to tell him* How ma- 
ny queftions to afk him, and how many thanks to give 
him’ Defirous to tell him all at once, J fpoke bad 
French, and yet continued to talk on. 

During this time I perceived that Deteruille changed 
his countenance the gloom, which I remark’d on his 
face when I entered, difappeared joy took its place, 
and I, pleafed that T could give him delight, endea- 
vour'd to heighten it ftill more Alas’ ought I to 
have feared giving too much pleafure to a frend to 
whom I owe all, and from whom I] expeét all * Yet 
my fincerity threw him into an error which at prefenc 
coit me 2 great many teas 

Cela went out at the fame time that I came sn 
pethaps her preferce might have hinderd fo cruel an 
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Deterville, attentive to my words, feemed to take 
pleafure in heanng them without thinking to interrupt 
me I know not what trouble fe1zed me, when 1 would 
have demanded of him initructions relanve to my 
Journey, and explain’d to him the motive of it- but 
J wanted expreilions, and fearched them in vain He 
availed himfelf of a moment of filence, and bowing 
one knee to the ground before the grate, which he 
held with both his hands, he faid to me ina paffionate 
tone, to what fentiments divine Za, muft I aferihe 
the pleafure which I fee fo artlefsly exprefs’d in your 
fair eyes, as well as in you: difcourfe > Am I the hap- 
pieft of men, at the very inftant when my fifter de- 
{cribed me as the greateft obye&t of compaffion ? I 
know not, anfwerd I, what uneafinefs Ce/ma can have 
given you, but Jam very fure you fhall never receive 
any from me She has told me, rephed he, that I 
ought not to hope for your iove 

Vine, cried I, interrupting him, could fhe fay that 
you have not my love? Ah! Deteraille, how could 
your fifter blacken me with fuch a crime ? I abhor in- 
gratitude, and fhould hate myfelf if I thought I could 
ever ceafe loving you 

While I fpoke thefe few words, he feemed, by the 
eagernefs of his looks, as if he would have read my 
very foul 

You love me then, Zz/a, faid he, and you tell it 
me j ourfelf, I would have given my life to have heard 
fo charming a confeffion but alas! now I hear it, J 
cannot believe. Zilza, my dear Zi/ia, 1s it true that 
you love me* Do you not deceive yourfelf? You 
tone, your eyes, my heart, every thing feduces me Per- 
haps I am only to be plunged again into the defpair 
from which I have juft efcaped 

You aftonifh me, replicd I. Whence arifes your 
difidence ? Since I have known you, if I could not 
make myfelf underftood by words, ought not all my 
aftions to have proved that I lov’d you * No, refumed 
he, I cannot yet fatter myfelf of this you are not 

yet 
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yet miftrefs enough of French to deftroy my juft fears. 
IT know you do not endeavour to deceive me, but tell 
me, what fenfe you affix to thefe adorable words, Zaz 
you Let my lot bedecided let me die at your feet, 
either with grief or pleafure 

Thefe words, I faidto him (a little intimidated by 
the vivacity with which he concluded his fpeech) thefe 
words, I think, ought to let you know that you are 
dear to me, that I:nterc myfelf in vour fortune , that 
firendfhip and gratitude attach me to you thefe fent- 
ments pleafe my heart, and ought to fatisfy yours 

Ah Z:ha! anfweied he, how your expreffions 
srow mole feeble, and yom tone more cold! Did 
C./ima then tell me truch? Is at not for 4za that you 
feel ali that you fay ? No, faid I, the fentiments I 
have for /za are quite different fiom thofe I have for 
you they are what you call Ave in avother fenfe. 
What pain can this give you ? added 1 (fceing him 
grow pale, leave the grate, and look forrowfully u 
to heaven) I have this tender love for 4za, ee 
he has the fame for me, and we were to be united. 
There 1s nothing in this that at all concerns you. 
There fhould be the fame ties, faid he, betwixt you 
and me, as you own betwixt him and you, fince I have 
a thoufand times moie love than he ever felt 

How can that be * faid I, interrupting You are 
no: of my nation Far from having chofen me tot 
your wife, it was chance only that brought us toge- 
ther, ind we could never till this day freely communt. 
cate our ideas to each other What rezfon could 
yo. have to entertain for me fuch fentiments as you 
mention ? 

Was any other rea‘on wanting, he replied, than 
your charms, and your character to attach me to you 
till death ? 'Tenderly edutated, indolent, an enem) to 
artifice, the poms it muft have ccft me to engage the 
hearts of women, ard the dread of not finding tlee 
that franknefs I defired, gave me only a vague and 
tranfient relifh for the fex I lived without paffion 

FE fe gull 
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till the moment I faw you, when your beauty flruck 
me but its impreflion, perhaps, had been as light as 
that of many others, if the fweemefs and fimplicity of 
your character had not made you appear to me the 
very object which my imagination had fo often 
formed. You know, Zz/:2, whether I have fhewn 
re‘pect to this obye€&t of my adoration What has it 
coit me to refift the feducing occafions which the fa- 
mibarity of a long voyage offered me? How many 
tumes muft your innocence have furrender'd to my 
tranfports, if I had hften’d to them?’ But, far from 
offending you, I carned my difcretion even to filence : 
T even required my fifter not to fay a word to you of 
my love, wuling to owe nothing but to yourfelf alone. 
Ah Ziha, 1ffo tender a refpect does not move you, I 
will fly but I perceive that my death will be the price 
of the facrifice 

Your death! ened [ (affected at the fincere gnef 
whic. I faw prefs him down) fatal facrifice indeed ! I 
know not whether the apprehenfion of my own would 
be m re fnghtful to me 

Wall then, Zilia, faid he, if my lifeis dear to you, 
order meto live What muft Ido? faid I Love me, 
anyered he, as you love 4za. I love him always 
the fame, replied I, and fhall love him tll death I 
added, Whether your laws permit you to love two 
ob ects in the fame manner I know nots, but our cuf- 
tcms and my heart forbid it Be content with the 
fenuments I promife you . I can have no other. 
Truth is dear to me, and I tell it you without dif- 

uife 
: How you affafiinate in cold blood! cried he Ah 
Zilia ' how do I love you, fince I adore even your 
crcel franknefs Well, contunued he (after fome mo- 
ments filence) my love fhall furpafs your cruelty. 
Your happinefs 1s dearer to me than my own. Speak 
to me unrefervedly with this torturing fincerity what 
hopes have you with regard to the love you fill cherfh 
for dza? 

Alas ! 
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Alas! faid I, my hopes are in you only. J then 
told him, I had Jearn’d that a communication with the 
Indies was not a thing impoffible that I flatter’d 
myfelf he would procure me the means of returning 
thither, or at leaft, that he would have the goodnefs 
to get my knots convey’d to thee, which would in- 
form thee of my condition, and procure me an anfwer 
tothem, that J might know thy deftiny alfo, and con- 
duct myfelf accordingly 

I am going, faid he (with an affected coldnefs) to 
take the neceflary meafures for difcovering the fate of 
your lover you fhall be fatished on that head but 
in vain do you flatter yourfelf with feemg the happy 
Aza agam, who 1s feparated from you by invincible 
obftacles 

Thefe words, my dear za, were a mortal blow 
to my heart my tears flow’d in abundance, and 
long hindered me from anfwering Deterville, who 
kept on his fide a melancholy filence. If it be fo, 
faid I at Jaft, that I fhall fee hm no more, yet will I 
not live for him the lefs If your friendfhip be gene- 
rous enough to procure us fome correfpondence, that 
fatisfaction fhall fuffice to render my life lefs mfup- 
portable , and I fhall die content, provided you pro- 
mife to inform him that I loved him dying 

Oh! this 1s too much, cried he, mfing up bnfkly. 
Yes, if it 1s poffible, I will be the only one unhap- 
py You fhatl know this heart which you difdain: 
you fhall fee of what efforts a love lke mine 1s capa- 
ble, and I will force you at leaft to lament me. As 
he {poke thefe words he fprung away, and left me in 
a condition which I do not yet well comprehend, I con- 
tinued ftlanding, my eyes fixed onthe door by which 
Deterville went out, plunged in a confufion of thoughts, 
which I ftrovein vain to put in order [ fhould have 
continued there longer, 1f, Ce/zza had not come into the 
parlour 

She asked me fharply why her brother was gone fo 


foon, and I did not conceal from her what had pafled 
betwixt us, ’ 
A 
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At firft the feemed to grieve for what fhe called her 
brother’s misfortune then turring her forrow into 
rage, fhe loaded me wirh the hardeft reproaches, to 
whch I dared not anfwer a fincle word What 
could I have jaid to her? My uouble did not leave 
me the Liberty of thinking I went out, and the did not 
follow me Retiring into my chamber, I fta:d there 
a whole day without daring to appear, without fpeak- 
ing to any perfon, and in fuch a diforder of mind that 
did not permit me even to write to thee 

Celi2as wrath, her brother's defpair, end his laft 
words, to which I dared not give a favourable fenfe, 
tormented mj foul in turns, and gave me the moft 
cruel uneafinefs 

At laft I thought, that the only way to foften m 

inquietLces, wes to paint them to thee, and to fearc 
in thy love for thofe courfels which I have fo much 
need of. This error fuppoited me whilft [ was wri- 
ting but Low flort a tune aid it laft ? My letter 1s 
written, and the chara€ters are drawn for myfelf on- 
] 
: Thou art ignorant of what I fuffer thou doft not 
even know whether ] e328, whether I continue to 
love thee Aza, my dear 4xa, thou wilt never know 
thefe things 
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May juaftly call that ture an abfence, my dear 
Azxc, waoich 1s elapfed fince the laft tme I wrote 

to thee ie 
Some days after the converfation I had with Defer- 
atic, I fell into a fcknefs which they call a fraer. 
If, as I believe, it wes caufcd by the dolorous pafii- 
ons which then agitaccd me, I doubt not but it has 
been leictheied by the forrowful refleChons that ee 
ince 
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fince employ’d me, anda by my regret for having loft the 
friendfhip of Cel:na 

Tho’ fhe feemed to be concerned for my malady, 
and took of me all the care that was in her power, 1t 
was with fo cold an air, and fo little fympathy in the 
affliction of my foul, that I cannot doubt but her fen- 
timents towards me are altered The extreme frend- 
fhip fhe has for her brother fets her againft me, and 
fhe continually reproaches me for having renderd 
him unhappy ‘The fhame of appearing ungrateful 
intimidates me the affected kindneffes of Cehna tor- 
ture me fhe 1s conftrained by my perplexity, and the 
foft and agreeable are banifhed from our converfa- 
tion 

In fpite of fo much contrariety and pain from the 
brother and fifter, I am not unaffected with the events 
which have changed their deftiny. 

Madame Detervelle 15 dead This unnatural mo- 
ther has not bely’d her chara¢ter , fhe has left her 
whole fortune to her eldeftfon There are hopes that 
the lawyers may hinder the effeéts of this injuftice, 
Deterville, difinterefted with regard to himfelf, takes 
infinite pains to redeem Ce/zva fiom oppreffon. Her 
misfortune feems to redouble his friendfhip for her - 
befides that he comes to fee her every day, he wnites 
toher night and mormng hus letters are full of ten- 
der complaints againft me, and fuch hvely follicitude 
for my health, that, tho’ Cefwa affects, in reading 
them to me, to inform me only of the progrefs of 
their affairs, I can eafily difcover the motive of this 
pretence. 

I do not doubt but Deter ville writes them on pui pofe 
that they may be read tome and yet I am perfua- 
ded he would not doit, if he knew the heavy re- 
proaches that always follow thefe ledtures They 
make ther imprefion upon my heart, and forroy 
confumes me 

Hitherto, in the midft of ftorms, I have enjoy’d the 
weak fausfaction of living in peace with myfelf. Not 
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a fpot fulled the purity of my foul, not a remorfe 
troubled it But now I cannot think, without a fort 
of contempt for myfelf, that I fhould make two per- 
fons unhappy to whom I owe my life. How do I in- 
terrupt the repofe which but for me they would en- 
joy ' and yet tho’ I do them all the harm in my pow- 
er, I cannot ceafe to be in this refpet criminal. My 
tendernefs for thee triumphs over my remorfe. Aza, 
how do I love thee! 
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OW hurtful, my dear dza, may prudence 

fometimes be ' I have a long tame refifted the 
powerful inftances which Deteraz/le had caufed to be 
made to me, that I would grant him a moment's con- 
verfation Alas! I fhenn’d my ownhappinefs At 
length, lefs thro’ complaifance than becaufe I was 
weary of Ce/:za’s 1mpoitunity, I fuffered myfelf to 
be led to the parlour At fight of the frightful change 
in Deterville, which makes him fcarce to me known, 
I ftood confounded, repented already the ftep 1 had 
taken, and waited trembling, for the reproaches 
which I thought he had a nght to lay on me How 
could I divine that he was going to fill my foul with 
pleafure * 

Pardon me Zzi/a, faid he, the violence [ put on 
you I fhould not have obliged you to fee me, if E 
had not brought you as much joy as you inflict torment 
onme Is amoment’s fight of you too much to re- 
quire, in recompence for the cruel facrifice | am go- 
ing to make you? Then, without giving me time to 
an{wer, Here, fays he, 1s a letter from that relation 
you was {peaking of ‘This will inform you of Axza's 

tuation, and, in fo doing, prove, beiier than all my 
oaths, how great 1s the excefs of my love He then 


tead the letter thro’ Oh! my dea dza, ne I 
car 
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hear it, and not die for joy ? It informed me that thp 
days are preferved, that thou art free, that thou liveft 
out of danger at the court of Spaz. What an un- 
hoped for happinefs ' 

This admirable letter was writ by a man who 
knows thee, who fees thee, who converfes with thee. 
Perhaps thy looks were fixed a moment upon this pre+ 
cious paper. I could not take mine off from it. I€ 
was with pain I fupprefs’d the joyous exclamations 
that were ready to efcape, and tears of love overflow’d 
my countenance 

If I had followed the motions of my heart, a hun< 
dred times fhould I have interrupted Detervi//e, to tell 
him all that my gratitude infpired butI did not for- 
get that my felicity would augment his pain, and con- 
ceal’d my tranfports, that only my tears were vift- 
ble 

You fee, Zia, faid he, after he had done reading, 
that Fhavekept_my word you are informed of 4xa’s 
fituation What istheremoreto be done’ Give your 
orders without conftraint there 1s nothing that you 
have not a right to exact of my love, provided it con- 
tributes to your felicity. 

Tho’ I might have expected this excefs of goodnefs, 
it neverthelefs furprized and affected me. 

I was fome moments perplexed for an anfwer, fear. 
ing to aggravate the grief of fo generous aman [ 
fought for terms that might exprefs the truth of my 
heart, without offending the fenfibility of his: I could 
not find them, and yet was oblig‘d to fpeak. 

My happinefs, faid I, will never be without mix- 
ture, fince I cannot reconcile the duties of Jove with 
thofe of friendfhip I would regain the friendfhip both 
of you and Cena, would never leave you, would for 
ever admire your virtues, and thro’ my whole life 
pay the tribute of gratitude which I owe for your 
goodnefs. I know that, in removing to a diftance 
from two perfons fo dear, I fhall carry with me eter- 
nal regret. But——— 
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How, Z:/ia, cried he, would you Jeave us then 4 
Alas ' I was not prepar’d for this fatal refolution, 
and want courage to fupport it. I had ftrength 
enough to fee you here in the arms of my rival the 
efforts of my reafon and the delicacy of my love had 
confirmed me to bear that mortal blow, which I had 
contrived for myfelf , but I cannot be feparated from 
you, I cannot renounce the fight of you. No, you 
fhall not depart, continued he with warmth do not 
think of it. you abufe my tendernefs, and tear with- 
Out pity a heart diftracted with love Zz/:a! cruel 
Zilia! fee my defpair . 1 1s your work. Alas! what 
price do you pay for the moft pure love ! 

It as you, anfwer’d I (frightened at his refolution) 
itis you that ought to be blamed. You wither up my 
very foul by forcing it to be ungrateful , you lay-wafte 
my heart by a fruitlefs fenfibility'! In the name of 
fnendfhip, do not tarnifh a generofity without exam- 
ple by a defpair which would caufe the bitternefs of 
my life, and not render you happy Do not condemn 
in me the fame fentiment which you cannot furmount, 
and force me to complain of you unwillingly Let 
me cherifh your name, bearit to theend of the world, 
and make it rever'd by people who are the adorers of 
yirtue. 

I know not how I pronounced thefe words ; but 
Deterville, fixing his eyes upon me, and yet not 
feeming to look, but fhut up as it were in himfelf, 
continued a long tame im profound meditation I did 
not dare to interrupt him, and we kept an equal fi- 
lence till he refum’d his fpeech, and with a fort af 
tranquility faid to me- Yes, Zia, I know, I feel 
my own injufice. but can one coolly renounce the 
fight of fo many charms ? You will have it fo, 
and you fhall be obey’'d O heaven! what a facri- 
fice | My forrowful days fhalf roll on, end end with- 
out feeing you At leaft if death_—-———Let us talk 
on more of it, added he, interrupting himfelf. my 
ycaknefs betray'd me : give me two days to confirm 

mytelf, 


C75.) 


myfelf, and I will wait upon you again, that we mag, 
together take the meafures neceflary for your journey. 
Adieu, Zia. May the happy Aza tafte all felicity. 
At faying thefe words he went out. 

I confefs to thee, my dear 4xa,.tho’ Deterville is. 
dear to me, tho’ I was deeply affected with his grief, 
I had too much impatience to enjoy my felicity uz, 
peace, not to be very well pleafed with his reurev 
ment. 

How delightful 1s it, after fo much pain, to give. 
one’s felf up to joy ' I paffed the reft of the day m 
the moft tender raptures I did not write to thee. a 
letter would have been too little for my heart, it 
would have recalled thy abfence to my mind. I faw 
thee, I fpoke to thee, dear Aza! What had been 
wanting to my happinefs, if thou hadft joined to.that 
precious letter fome tokens of thy tendernefs? why 
didft thou not doit? They fpoke to thee concernin 
me, thou knoweft my fituation, and I hear not a eat 
of thy love But can I doubt of thy heart? mine is 
an{werable for it Thou loveft me, thy joy is equal 
to mine. thou burneft with the fame fire, and the 
fame impatience devours thee. Let fear be far from 
my foul, and joy reign there without mixture. Yet—= 
thou haft embraced the religion of that favage peoples 
Whats that religion? Does it require the fame facrie 
fices as that of France? No. thou wouldf not them 
have fubmitted to it. 

However that be, my heart is under thy laws: fube 
mitted to thy underftandmg, I will blindly adopt what- 
ever may render us infeparable, How can I fear? 
Soon reunited to my blifs, to my being, to my all, £ 
fhall hereafter think for thee only, and hive far nothing 
but to love thee. 
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C. is here, my dear, dza, that I fhall fee thee 
M again~ My felicity increafes every day by its par- 
tcular circumftances. This interview affigned me by 
Detercille 1s juft over, and whatever pleafure I pro- 
muifed myfelf in furmounting the difficulties of a long 
Journey, of preventing thee, of meeting thy foot- 
fteps, I facrifice it without regret to the happinefs of 
{eeing thee fooner. 

Detercille has proved to me with fuch flrong evi- 
dence that thou may’ft be here in lefs ume than I 
can travel into Spaz, that tho’ he gencroufly left 
to me the choice, I did not hefitate to wait for thee 
here, time being too precious to be wafted without 
necefiity. 

Perhaps I fhould have examined this advantage with 
More care, if, before I had chofen, I had not gained 
fuch hghts with refpett to my journey as determin 
ed me in fecret what party to take, and that fecret I can 
truft only to thee. 

T remember that, in the long route which brought 
me to Paris, Detcrville gave pieces of filver, and 
fometmes of gold, at all the places where we ftopp’d. 
I defired to know if this was required of him, or if he 
did it of mere generofity and was informed, that, in 
France, travellers pay not only for their food, but even 
for their repofe * ; 

Alas! I have not the leaft portion of that which 
would be neceflary to fatisfy the cravings of this 

edy people ; ail muft come from Deterville. 

hou knoweft what I owe him, and how fhamefal 
would it be to contraét frefh obligations! J thould 
accept his favour with a repugnance which nog 
ut 


* The Incas eftablifh’d large houfes upon the roads, 
“where all travellers were ¢ntertain’d without expence. 


92) 
but abfolute neceffity could vanquifh: Can I volyn- 
tarily make myfelf a greater debtor to him who has 
already done and fuffered fo much for me? I could 
not refolve on it, my dear 4za, and this reafon alone 
would have determined me to remain here: the plea- 
fure of feemng thee fooner only confirmed my former 
refolution 

Deterville has writ in my prefence to the Span 
minifter he preffes him to let thee come, and points 
out to him the means of getting thee conducted hi- 
ther, with a generofity, warms at once my gratitude 
and admiration. 

How pleafant were the moments that paffed while 
Deterville was wriung! how delightful to plan out 
the difpofitions for thy journey, to fettle the prepara- 
tors for my happimefs, of which I can no longer 
doubt ! 

{f at firft it coft me dear to renounce the defign of 
preventing thy journey, I confefs, my dear Aza, I 
have found in fo dog the fource of a thoufand plea- 
fures, which I had not before perceived 

Many circumitances, which at firft appeared not 
confiderable enough either to haften or retard my jour- 
ney, become to me interefting and agreeable I fol- 
lowed blindly the bias of my heart , and forgot that 
I was coming in fearch of thee among thofe cruel Spa- 
nards, the very 1dea of whom ftnkes me with hor- 
ror. The certainty of not feemg them any more 
givesme ‘infinite fatisfaction. ‘Tho’ the voice of love 
at firft fuppreffed that of friendfhip, I now tafte vw ith- 
out remorfe the fweetnefs of uniting them. Dete»- 
ville has affured me that it will be impoffible for us 
ever to revifit the city of the Sun~ and, after our 
own country, can there be a more agreeable place of 
refidence than this of France? It will pleafe thee, 
my dear Aza, tho’ fincerity 1s banifh’d from it. Here 
are fo many agreeable things, that they make one for- 
get the dangers of the iociety. 


? 
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After what I have faid to thee of gold. it is unne 
eeflary to caution thee to take fome of it with thee: 
thou wilt have no other merit A {mall part of thy 
Yeafures would amaze and confound the pnde of the 
magnificent indigents of this kingdom thy virtues 
and thy fentments will be cherufh’d by me only 

Deterville has promifed to tranfmit to thee my 
knots, and my letters, and affused me that thou wilt 
find interpreters to explain the latter, They are come 
to demand my packet, and I muft have done Fare- 
well, dear hope of my life Iwill continue to write 
to thee, and, if I cannot fend my letters, will keep 
them for thee. 

How fhould I fupport the length of thy journey, if 
{ were to deprive myfelf of the only means Ihave of 
converfing with my joy, mytranfports, my felicity 2 





LETTER XxXvIi 


INCE I know my letters to be upon the road,. 

my dear Axa, I enjoy a tranquility to which [ 
was before a ftranger. I think for ever of the plea. 
fare thou wilt have im receiving them: I {fee and par 
sake thy tranfports my foul admits only agreeable 
fdeas, and, to compleat my joy, peace is again re- 
eftablifhed in our hittle fociety, 

The judges have reftor’d to Cefna the effects of 
which her mother had depiived her~ fhe fees her lover 
every day, and her marnage is retarded only by the 
neceflary preparations that are making fort Thus 
happy to her withes, fhe thinks no more of quarrelling 
with me, and I have as much obligations to her, as if 
the kindneffes fhe begins again to fhew me were owing 
to her friendftip Whatever the motive be, we are 
always in debt to thofe who help us ta the enjoyment of 
agreeable fentuments. 
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This morning fhe made me fully fenfible of it by 
an att of complarfance, which at once tranfported 
me from trefonie anxiety to the moft calm tranqulli- 
ty, ad 
cae had brought her a prodigious quantity of 
ftuffs, garments, and toys of all kinds. She ran and 
fetch'd me into her chamber, ard, after having con- 
fulted me upon the different beauties of fo many orna- 
ments, fhe put together a heap of thofe which had 
moft attracled my attention, and haftily commanded 
our Chinas to carry them into my apartment, tho’ | 
oppofed it with all my power My refufal at firft di- 
verted her only , but perceiving that the more I decli- 
ned the prefent, the more fhe perfifted in making 1t, 
I could no longer diffemble my refentment 

Why, faid I to her (with my eyes full of tears) 
why will you humble me more than Iam ? I oweto | 
you life, and ali I have. but fo much bounty 1s not 
neceflary to keep my misfortunes in remembrance. I 
know that, according to your Laws, when benefits are 
of no advantage to thofe who receive them, the 
fhame is effaced. It 1s not without repugnance, ad- 
ded I in a more moderate tone, that I conform to 
fentiments which have fo littl of nature in them, 
Our cuftoms are more humane: he that receives 1s 
honoured as much as he that gives. you have taught 
me to think otherwife , and 1s not this, therefore, to 
offer me an outrage? 

This amiable friend, melted by my tears more than 
irritated by my reproaches, anfwer'd in the moft kind 
and gentle tone Both my brother and I, my dear 
Zila, would be far from offending your delicacy. It 
would 11 become us, as you fhall know prefently, to 
affect magnificence in our behaviour to you. I only 
defired that you would partake with me the prefents 
of a generous brother, and I knew this was the moft 
certain method of fhewing him my gratitude Cuf- 
tom, in my fituation, authorifes me to offer you thefe 
things . but, ince you are offended, I will fay no more 
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to you upon the fubje&t_ You promife me then ? faid 
I Yes, anfwer'd fhe with a {mile , but give me leave 
to write a word or two to Deteraille 

T let her do as fhe defired, and gaiety was reftored 
betwixt us, We began to examine her drefs more 
particularly, til fhe was called into the parlour She 
would have had me go with her: but, my dear 4za, 
ean I have any amufement comparable to that of wn- 
ting to thee ? Far from feeking any other, I am ap- 
prebenfive befere-hand of the diverfions intended for 
me. 

Celina is going to be married, and fhe talks of 
taking me with her fhe would have me quit this re- 
hgious houfe, and live in hers But, if I may be 


4za, my dear Aza, by what an agreeable furprize 
was my letter interrupted ! I believed I had for ever 
loft this precious monument of our antient fplendor , 
I had even left off the thinking of it- but now I 
am furrounded with the magnificence of Peru I fee 
it, I fecl it, and fcarce can 1 believe my eyes or my 
hands. 

Wohuilft I was wnting to thee, Cenza came into my 
chamber, followed by four men crouching under the 
weight of heavy chefts which they had on their backs. 
They fat them down and retired, and I smagined 
they had brought fome new prefents from Detsrville. 
1 already murmur’d to myfelf, when Celina, giving 
me fome keys, fad, Open, Z:/a, open without he- 
ing angry . 1t comes from Aza 

Truth, which I fix nfeparably to the idea of thee, 
did not leave me in the leaft doubt I opened haftily, 
and my furpnize confirmed my error, when I faw that 
all which I beheld were the ornaments of the temple of 
the Sun 7 

A confufion of thoughts, mixed yp of forrow and 
joy, of pleafure and regret, filed all my heart [ 
threw myfelf proftrate before thefe facred remains of 
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our worfhip and our.altars, covered them with refpect- 
ful kiffes, watered them with my tears, ard could 
not be difengaged from them : I even forgot that Ce- 
kira was prefent, till fhe roufed me from my trance 
by giving me a letter, which fhe defired me to 
read. 

Stull given up to my error, I thought it came from 
thee, and my tranfports redoubled but, tho’ I made 
it Out with pain, I foon perceived that 1t was Deter- 
wille's writing. It will be eafier for me to copy it, 
my dear 4xa, than to explain to thee the fenfe of 
It. 


DE TIERS [beh cE sul bbe) poles 


«“ Thefe treafures are yours, fair Zzha, fince FE 
«© found them in the fhip that carried you Some dif- 
** putes, that arofe among the crew, hindered me 
from difpofing of them freely till now. I would 
“ have prefented them to you myfelf, but the unea- 
finefs you difcovered to my fifter this morning 
would not permit me to follow my inclination. I 
could not too foon diflipate your fears, andI will 
all my hie long prefer your fatisfa€tion to mine.” 

I confefs with ablufh, my dear Aza, thet I was at 
that inftant Jefs fenfible of Dereruzl/e’s generofity, than 
of my own pleafure that I was able to give him proofs 
of mine. 

Immediately I fet apart a vafe, which chance, ra- 
ther than avarice, had caufed to fall into the hands 
of the Spamards. It was the fame (my heart knew 
it) which thy lps touch'd on that day when it was thy 
pleafure to tafte fome Aca* prepared by my hand. 
Richer in this treafure than in all the reft that was re 
ftored to me, I called the men who brought the chefts, 
and would have had them take the whole back again 
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asa prefent to Deterville. but Cena oppofed my de- 
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How unjuft you are, Zea! faid fhe What, 
would you, who weie offended at the offer of a trifle, 
defire my biotber to accept of immenfe riches * Ob- 
ferve equity in your own actions, if you would infpire 
others with it 

Thefe words ftrucl: me, and I perceived there was 
more of piide and vengeance than of geneiofity in 
my action How nea do the vices and virtues ap- 
proacn to each o-her! I confefled my fault, and afk- 
ed Ce/na’s pardon but what afficted me the moft 
Was the conitraint fhe laid me under, not to ene 
deavour to repair what I had done Do not punith 
me fad I, with a timid air, as much as I deferve : 
difdain not to accept of a few fpecumens of the work- 
manfhip of our unfortunate countnes you have no 
need of them, and my requeft ought not to give you 
offence. 

While I fpoke, I obferved that Cena look’d at- 
tentively at fome golden fhrubs, with buds and in- 
fe&s on them of excellent workmanfhip. I inftantly 
made her a pre‘ent of them, together with a {mall 
filver bafket, winch I filled with flowers and fhells 
moft cunoufly imitated She accepted it with a good- 
nefs that tranfported me 

I afterwards chofe out feveral idols of the *nations 
conquerd by thy anceflors, and a fimall ftatue + re- 
prefennng a virgin of the Sun to thefe I added a 
tyger, a lon, and other courageous animals, and be- 

fought 


* The Jzcas caufed the idols of the people they 
fabdued to be depofited in the temple of the Sun, af- 
ter they had conformed to the worfhip of that lumi- 
nary They had sdols alfo themfelves, the Inca 
Hvayna having confalted that of Rimace. See the 
hiftory of the dvcas. 

+ The Zicas adorned their houfes with ftatues of 
gold of all magnitudes, even to gigantic fizes. 
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fought her to fend them to Deterville. Write te 
him then, faid fhe witha {mile . without a letter from 
you, the prefents will not be well receiv’. 

I was too well fatisfied to 1efufe any thing, and 
wrote all that my gratitude dictated and when Cef- 
na was gone out, IJ diftributed {mall prefents to her 
China and mine, and put others afide for my writing- 
matter. Then it was that I enjoy’d the delicious plea- 
fure of being able to give. 

I did not do this without choice, my dear Aza. 
All that came from thee, whatever thou wilt particu» 
laily remembei, has not gone out of my hands, 

The golden chair *, which was kept in the temple 
for the vifitng days of the Capa-Inca, thy auguft fa- 
ther, placed ina corner of my apartment, in fornt 
of a throne, reprefents to me thy grandeur, and the 
majefty of thy rank ‘The gieat figure of the Sun, 
which © myfelf faw torn from the temple by the per- 
fidious Spamards, fufpended over 1t excites my vene- 
ration I fall down before :t, and adore it 1n mind, 
while my heart belongs all to thee | 

The two palm-trees, which thou gaveft to the Sun 
as an offering, and a pledge of the faith thou hadi 
fworn to me, placed on the two fides of the throne, 
continually revive in my mind thy tender and affecti- 
Onate oaths 

Flowers, birds, | difpofed with fymmetry in all the 
corners of my apartment, foi1m in miniature the image 
of thofe magnificent gardens, wnere I have fo often 
entertained myfelf with thy idea. 

My fatisfied eyes can fixin no part without calling 
to mind thy love, my joy, my blifs, in a word all 
that will ever conflitute the Life of my life. 


LE T- 


* The Incas never fit but upon feats of maffey gold. 
+ The gardens of the temple, and thofe of the 
royal palaces, were filled with various kinds of 1mi- 
tations m gold and fitver. The Peruvians made 


images even of the plant Mays, with which they 
would fill whole fields. 
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LETTER XXVIII. 


T wasin vain, my dear za, that I endeavour- 

ed by prayers, complaints, and remonftrances, 

to avoid quitting my retreat J have been obliged to 

he way to Cilima’s importunities, and we have 

n now three days im the country, where her mar- 
nage was celebrated at our firft arrival. 

What pain. what regret, what prief did I not feel 
at abandoning the dear and precious ornaments of my 
folitude ! Alas! f{carce had I had time to enjoy them, 
and I fee nothing here to mase amends for what I 
have loft! 

The joys and pleafures with which every one here 
eems intox.cated, are fo far from diverting and 
amuiirg me, that they make me remember with 
greater regret the peaceable days I fpent im writing 
to, or at leaft in thinking of, thee. 

The diverfions of this country appear to me as af- 
fected and unratural as the manners. They confift 
of a violent gasety, exprefs’'d by loud laughter, in 
which the foul feems to take no part; of infipd 
games, in which money makes all the pleafure, or 
elfe in converfations fo fnvolous, in which the fame 
thirgs are contmually repeated, that they refemble 
rather the chattering of birds than the difcourfe’ of 
thinking beings. 

The young men, ho are here in great number, 
were at firft very bufy in following and feeming to 
oblise me. but, whether the coldnefs of my con- 
verfation has difgufted them, or that my little relifh 
for their entertainments has made them weary of 
taking pains to recommend their fervices, two days 
only were fufficient to make them forget me, and de- 
liver me from their importunate notice 

The propenfity of the French is fo natural to ex- 
tremes, that Deterv:l/e, tho’ exempt from a ese 


rt 
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part of the faults of his nation, does yet participate of 
this. 

Not content with keeping the promife he has 
made of not {peaking his fentiments any more to me, 
he with remarkable caution avoids ftaying where I 
am prefent - fo that tho’ we are obliged to fee one an- 
other continually, I have not yét found an opportuni- 
ty of talkmg with him. 

By the forrow that oppreffes him amidft the public 
joy, I caneafily perceive that in this fhynefs he com- 
mits a violence on himfelf. Perhaps I ought to be 
oblig’d to him for it. but I have fo many queftions 
to afk him about thy departure from Spazm, thy arri- 
val here, and other fuch interefting fubjects, that I 
cannot pardon whileI am forced to approve his cone 
duct. Idefire violently to oblige him to fpeak to me ; 
bat the dread of reviving his complaints and regrets 
prevents my doing it. 

Celia, mtrely taken up with her new fpoufe, af- 
fords me norelief, and the reft of the company are 
not agreeable to me Thus, alone in the mit ofa 
tumultuous affembly, I have no amufement, but my 
thoughts, which are all addreffed to thee, my dear 
Aza, thou fhalt ever be the fole confident of my heart, 
my pleafures, my felicity. 





LETTER XxXIXx., 


Was much to blame, my dear .4za, in defiring fo 

earneftly a converfatiop with Deterville He 
hath faid but too much to me. tho’ I difavow the 
trouble that he has excited in my foul, it 1s not yet 
effaced. 

I know not what fort of impatience was added yef- 
terday to my ufual melancholy . the World and the 
nove of it became to me more troublefome than or- 
dinary, Except the tender fatusfaction of Colina ae 

es 
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her hufband, every thing that I faw infpired me with 
an indignation bordering on contempt. Afhamed to 
€nd fuch unjuft fentiments m my heart, I endeavoured 
to hide the perplexity they caufed me in the moft re- 
tured part of the garden, 

Scarce had I fat me down at the foot of a tree, be- 
fore the tears involuntarily fow’d down my cheeks. 
With my face hid betwixt my hands, I was buried mm 
fo profound a reverie, that Detervi//e was on his 
knees by the fide of me before I perceived him. 

Be not offended, Zia, faid he . it 1s chance that 
has brought me to your feet, I was not looking after 
you Weary of the tumult, I was coming to enjoy 
my forrow in peace I perceived you, and ftruggled 
with myfelf to keep at a diftance from you~ but I 
am too unhappy to continue fo without feeking re- 
lief In pity to myfelf I drew near, I {aw your tears 
flow, and was no longer mafter of my powers.—But, 
if you command me to fly from you, I will obey. 
Can you doit, Zia? Am I odious to you ?—No, 
faid I, on the contrary, fit down, I am glad to have 
an opportunity of {peaking to you fince your laft be- 
nefits —Let us not talk of them, imterrupted he brnfk- 
ly —But hear me, rephed I to be entirely generous 
you muft liften to acknowledgment 1 have not 
fpoken to you fince you reftoi’d to me the precious 
ornaments of the temple im which I was educated. 
Perhaps in my letter I badly exprefs’d the fentiments 
that fuch an excefs of goodnefs infpired me with . but 
T meant —-Alas! interrupted he again, what comfort 
does acknowledgment bring to a heart that is wretch- 
ed > Thanks are the companions of indifference, and 
too often allied with hatred 

What 1s that you dare think? cried I. Ah! De- 
terville, what a right fhould I have to reproach you, 
if you were not fo much to be pitied ? Far from ha- 
ting you, ever fince the firft moment I faw you, I 
have depended on you with lefs repugnance than on 
the Spamards. Your gentlenefs and kindnefs eye 

made 


( 87 ) 

made me all along defire to gain your friendfhip, in 
proportion as I faw farther into your character I 
am confirmed in the opinion that you deferve all mine, 
and without fpeaking of the extreme obligations I 
have to you (fince my acknowledgment difpleafes) 
how could I help entertaining the fentiments which 
are fo juftly your due? 

Your virtues alone I found worthy of the fimpli- 
city of ours a fon of the Sun would be honour'd by 
your fentiments your reafon 1s like that of nature: 
How many motives then had I to efteem you ? Even 
the noblenefs of your figure, and every thing about 
you pleafes me: for friendfhip has eyes as well as 
loye. Heretofore, after a fhort abfence, you neve? 
came to me again but I felt a fort of ferenity expand 
in my heart Why have you changed thofe innocent 
pleafures into pains and anxieties ? 

Your reafon now appears but in ftarts only, and I 
am. continually stra of thofe fallhes The fentuments 
you entertain me with lay a reftratnt On the expreffion 
of mine, and deprive me of the pleafure of defcribing 
to you, without difguife, the charms I could tafte in 
your friendfhip, if you did not yourfelf difturb the 
{weetnefs of 11 You even take from me the delicate 
pleafure of looking on my benefactor your eyes per- 

lex mime, and I no more obferve in them that agree- 

le tranquility, which hath fometimes paffed to my 
very foul. Your conftant and fettled melancholy re- 
proaches me eternally with being the caufe of it Ah 
Deterville' how unyut are you, 1f you think you fuf- 
fer alone / 

My dear Za, cried he (kiffing my hand with ar- 
dour) what an addition does your kindnefs and frank- 
nefs of fpeech make to my regret ' What a treafure 
would the poffeffion of {uch a heart as yours be t But 


with what aggravated defpaur do you make me fenfible 
of the lofs of it ! 


Mighty 
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Mighty Z:/:a, continued he, how great is your 
ower * Was it not enough to convert me from the 
moft carelefs indifference to love, from indolence to 
fury, but you muft vanquifh me too ? Can I bear 
it?—Yes, faid 1, this effort 13 worthy of your noble 
heart an action fo juft and generous elevates you 
above mortals But can I furvive it? refum’d he for- 
rowfully. Do not hope, however, that I fhall ferve 
for the vidtim of your love I will continue fill to 
adore your Idea, which fhall be the bitter nourifhment 
of my foul I will love you, and fee you no more. 
Oh ! but at leaft do not forget. 

The mfing fobs choak’d his fpeech, and he hafhly 
endeavoured to hide the tears which overflow'd his 
face Affected equally with his generofity and Ins 
grief, I thed fome myfelf, and prefs'd one of his hands 
in mine No, faid I, you fhall not leave me Let 
me fhil keep my frend, and be you fatisfied with 
thofe fentiments which I thall have for you all my life 
long. I love you almoft as much as I love Aza, but 
T cannot love you in the fame manner as him, 

Cruel Zia, cried he with tranfport, will you al- 
ways accompany your goodnefs with fuch pietcing 
ftrokes? Muft a mortal poifon continually deftroy the 
charm that you convey with your words? How fenfe- 
lefs am I to be bewitch’d by their fweetnefs! to what 
a fhameful humility do I degrade myfelf! But ‘tis 
done, I recover myfelf, added he m a firm tone, 
Farewel, you fhall foon fee 4za; may he not make 
you feel torments like thofe which prey on me, may 
he be fuch as your defire makes him, and worthy of 
your heart ! 

You cannot conceive, my dear Aza, what an alarm 
the air he pronounced thefe words in gave to my foul. 
¥ could not guard againft the fufpicious that came 
crouding into my mind. [I did not doubt but Defer- 
ville was better informed than he cared to appear, 
and had conceal’d from me fome letters that he had 

received 
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eeived from Spam In fhort (fhall I dare pronounce 
it?) I fufpected that thou wert unfaithful 

I mtreated him, 1m the ftrongeft manner, to tell me 
the truth- but all that I could get out of him amount- 
ed only to loofe conjectures, which had an equal ten- 
dency to confirm and to deftroy my fears 

However, reflections upon the inconftancy of men, 
the dangers of abfence, and the facility with which 
thou hadft changed thy religion, remained deeply gra- 
ven upon my mund, 

Now did my love, for the firft time, become to me 
a painful fentiment now was I, for the firft time, 
afraid of lofing thy heart. xa, if it were true, if 
thou didft not love me, would that my death had fepara, 
ted us, rather than thy inconftancy ! 

No; it was his own defpair that fuggefted to De- 
terville thefe fmghtful 1deas. Ought not his trouble 
and diftration to convince me of it? fhould not lus 
felf intereft, which makes him fpeak, be called in 
queftion by me? It was fo my dear dza, and my re- 
fentment turned all againfthim, 4 treated him roughly, 
and he quitted me in defperate fury 

Alafs! was I lefs defperate than he ? What torments 
did I not fuffer, before I found again the repofe of my 
heart? Is it yet well confirmed? Aza! I love thee fo 
tenderly, canft thou forget me ? 
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HY journey, my dear 4za, feems to me very 
long How ardently do I defire thy arrival f 
Time has diffipated my inquietudes, and I now efteem 
them only asa dream of which the light of the day 
has effaced the impieffion. I accufe myfelf of a 
crime in having fufpeéted thee, and my repentance 

redoubles my tendernefs it has almoft rooted out m 
compathon for the pams Of Detervs//e. I cannot par- 
ii don 
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don him for the ill opinien he feems to have of thee, 
and { have lefs regret than ever in being as it were fe- 
parated from him 

We have been at Par+s a fortnight, and I live with 
C./ina mn her hufband’s houfe, which 1s fo diftant from 
that of her brother, that I am not obliged to fee him 
every hour. He often comes hither to eat but Cena 
and I live together m fuch a hurry, that he has not leie 
ure to fpeak with me in private. 

Since our return, we employ part of the day in the 
trefome work of dreffing ourfelves, and the reft in 
what they call here paying of vafits. 

Thefe two occupations feem to me quite as unprofita- 
ble as they are fanguing, if the latter did not procure 
me the means of informing myfelf more particularly of 
the cuftoms of the country. 

At my arnval in Fraace, not underftanding the Ian- 
guage, I could judge of things only by their outfide 
As I had litle inftruétion in the religious houfe, I 
found the country turned to no better account, where 
I faw only a particular fociety, with which I was too 
much tired to examine it It 1s here only, that, by 
converfing with what they call the great world, I fee the 
whole nation. 

The vifits or dewors that we pay, confift m going 
to as great a number of houfes as poffible, there to 
give and receive a reciprocal tmbute of praife upon 
the beauty of our faces and fhapes, the excellence of 
our tafte, and the judicious choice of our dreffes. 

It was not long before I difcoveied the reafon that 
made us take fo much pains to acquire this homage- 
I find it is, becaufe there 1s a necefflity of receiving in 
perfon ths momentary incenfe for no fooner does any 
one difappear, but fhe takes another form The 
charms that were found in her that goes out, ferve only 
to make a contemptuous comparifon, in order to efta- 
blifh on. perfections of her who comes in 

C>, .e 3s tue reigning tafte of the Prenco. 2s ince- 


herence 1s the charaéter of the nation. In their books 
you 
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you find the general criticifm of human manners, and 
in their converfation that of every particular perfon, pro- 
vided he be abfent 

What they call the mode has not altered the an- 
tient ufage of faying freely all the ill they can of 
others, and fometimes even more than they think —Peo- 
ple of the beft behaviour follow the cuftom, and are 
difunguifhed only by a certain formal apology they 
make for their franknefs and love of truth: which 
once over they reveal the faults, the ridicules, and even 
the vices of others without {cruple, not fparmg even 
their beft friends a 

As the fincerity which the Frexch ufe to one another 
is without exception, fo ther reciprocal confidenéeé 
1s without bounds. One need have neither eloquence 
to be heard, nor probity to obtain belief Every 
thing 1s faid, every thing 1s recerved, with the fame 
levity 

Yet £ would not have you think, my dear /4za, 
that the French are in general born with bad inclina- 
tions I fhould be more unjuft than they 1f I left you 
in fuch an error 

Naturally fufceptible of virtuous fentiments, I ne- 
ver faw one of them that was not melted at the hi- 
ftory, which they oblige me often to give them, of 
the reétitude of our hearts, the candour of our fenti- 
ments and the fimpheity of our manners. If they 
lived amongft us, they would become virteozs but 
example and cuftom are the tyrants by which they are 
fway’d 

A man of good fenfe fneaks ill of the abfent, be- 
caufe he would not ve defyifed by thofe who are pie- 
fent another world be | oneft, humane, and without 
pride, if he did not fear being ridiculous, and a third 
becomes mndiculous through fuch qualities as would 
make him a mode! ot perfe€tion if he dared to exert 
them, end atiume his juft merit 

In aword, my dear 4z2, thcir vices are artificial 
as well as their virtues, and the fiivolonfnefs of their 
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Gtiaradter permits them to be but imperfectly what 
they are Like the play-things they give their chil- 
dren, thefe whimfical people fhow only a faint refem- 
blance of the thinking beings they fhould appear. 
You have weight, foftnefs, colour,’ and upon the 
whole a fair outfide, without any real value. Ac- 
cordingly they are efteemed by other nations only as 
the pretty toys and trifles of fociety. Good fenfe 
{miles at their genteel airs, and coldly ranks them in 
their proper place 

Happy the nation which has nature only for its guide, 
truth for its mover, and virtue for its principle! 





TED lB Riek Als 


T is not furprizing, my dear Aza, that incohe- 
| rence is a confequence of the airy character of the 
french but I cannot be enough furprifed that they, 
with as much or more penetration than any other nati- 
on, feem not to perceive the fhocking contradictions 
wh.ch foreigners remark in them at the firft fight 

Among the great number of thofe which ftnike me 
every day, { do not fee any one that more difhonours 
their underftanding than thew manner of thinking 
with regard to women. They refpect them, my dear 
Aza, and at the fame time defpife them with equal 

cefs 
ae firft law of their politenefs, or virtue (I do 
not know that they have any other) regards the wo- 
men A man of the lugheft rank owes the utmoft 
complaifance to a woman of the moft vile condition, 
and would blufh for Shame, and thmk himfelf rmdi- 
culous in the higheft degree, if he offered her any per- 
fonal infult And yet a man of the leaft confideration 
and credit may deceive and betray a woman of merit, 
and blacken her reputation without fear of either blame 


er punihment, " 
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tf I was not affured that thou wilt foon be a judge 
of thefe things thyfelf, fearce fhould I dare paint to 
thee fuch contrafts as the fimplicity of dur minds can- 
not without pam conceive. Docile to the notions of 
nature, our genius proceeds no farther we have 
found that the ftrength and courage of oné fex indt- 
cates that it ought to be the fupport and defence of 
the other, and our laws are comformable to this dif- 
covery *, Here, far from compaffionatmg the weak- 
nefs of women, thofe of the common people, tied 
down to labour, have no rehef either from the laws 
or their Hufbands. Thofe of more elevated rank. the 
prey either of the fedu€tion or malice of men, have 
RO recompence for their perfidies, except a fhew of 
merely imaginary outfide refpeét, which 1s continually 
followed by the moft biting fatire. 

I perfe&ly well perceived, when I firft converfed 
in the world here, that the habitual cenfure of the na- 
tion falls principally upon the women, and that the 
men do not defpife one another without fome caution 
or referve I looked forthe caufe of this in their 
good qualities, when an accident reveal’d it to me 
among their defeéts 

In all the houfes we have entered for two days paft, 
we have been told of the death of a young man killed 
by one of hs friends, and the barbarous aétion is appro- 
ved of for no other reafon, but becaufethe dead had fpo- 
ken to the difadvantage of the hving. This new extras 
vagance feemed of fo ferious a character as to deferve 
my exatteft enquiry Upon information, my dear 4za, 
¥ learn’d that a man is obliged to expofe his life to 
take away that of another, 1f he hears that this other 
has been talking againft him, or to banith himfelf 
from fociety, if he refufes to take fo cruel a vengeance, 
T wanted to be told no more, 10 order to forma clear 
idea of whatI fought. It 1s certain that the men, na- 

turally 


* The Peruvian laws difpence the women from alf 
hard bodily labour. 
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turally cowards, without thame, and without remorfe, 
are afraid only of corporal punifhments And if the 
women were authorifed to punith the outrages offered 
them in the fame manner, as the men are oblig’d to 
revenge the flighteft infult offered to one another, fuch 
perfons as we fee now well received in fociety, would 
not be fe any longer. The flanderer muft renre mto 
a defart, anc there hide his malice and his fhame But 
cowards have nothing to fear, and have too well 
founded this abufe to fee it ever abolifh’d 

Impudence and effrontery are the firft fentiments 
that the men are infpired with timidity, gentlenefs, 
and patience, are the fole virtues that are cultivated m 
the women How then are thefe to avoid being the 
victims of smpunity ? 

O my dear /za, let not the brilliant vices of a na- 
tion, ctherwife charming, gives us a difguft of the na- 
tural fimplicity of our own manners! Let us not for- 
get, thou, the obligation thou art under to be my ex- 
ample, my guide, and my fupport in the path of vir- 
tue , I, the duty that lies on me to preferve thy efteem 
and thy love, by imitatng my model, even by fur- 
paffing it if pofible, and menung a refpect founded 
On virtue, and notona frivolous cuftom. 


a er ee ee, 





U R vrifits and fatigues, my dear Aza, could not 

end more agreeably What a delicious day 
did I fpend yefterday'! How pleafant are already the 
new obligations, which Dutc ville and hus fifter con- 
fer on me, and how dear they will be when I can 
partake them with thee! 

After two days reft, we fet out yefterday morning 
from Paris, Clima, he brother, her hufhand, and 
I, to go, as fhe told we, and pay a vifit to the beft of 
her friends. The journey was not long, and we ar- 
mised early in the day at acountry-houfe, the fitua- 

Hoa 
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tion and avenues of which appeared to me admirable ; 
but what aftonifhed me at going in was, to find alk 
the doors open, and not to meet a fingle perfon. 

This houfe, too pretty to be abandoned, too {malf 
to hide the people which fhould inhabit :t, feemed to 
mea kind of enchantment. I was diverted with the 
thought, and afked Ce/na 1f we were in the leet 
of one of thofe fanes of whom fhe had made me rea 
the hiftories, where the muftrefs of the manfion and 
her domeftics, were all mvifible 

You fhall fee the mnuftrefs, anfwered fhe; but, as 
important affairs have called her away for the whole 
day, fhe has charged me to prevail on you to do the 
honours of her houfe during’ her abfence. She added, 
laughing, Let us fee how you will get off. I came 
readily into the joke, and put on a ferious air to copy 
the compliments which I had heard made on like oc- 
cafions ‘They told me I acquitted myfeif pretty 
well. 

After amufing ourfelves for fome time in this man- 
ner, Celnafaid, This politenefs would be-fuffictent to 

eus a good reception at Paris, but, madam, 
romedtina more mvft be done in the country. Will 
you not have the goodnefs to afk us to dinner ? t 

Upon this head, faid I, Iam not knowing enough 
to give you fatisfaction, and I begin to fear that your 
friend has relied too much on my care IT know a 
remedy for that, anfwered Cehna; 1f you will only 
take the pains to write your name, you fhall fee that 
it 1s not fo difficult as you think to treat your fnends 
well You give me comfort, faid I; let me wnte im- 
mediately, 

Thad no fooner pronounced thefe words, but I faw 
a man come in drefled in black, with a ftandith an his 
hand, and paper, already writ upon ‘They placed 
it before me, andI wrote my name where I was di- 
rected. 

At that inflant another well-looking man appear 
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ed, who invited us, in the ufual manner, ta attend 
him into the dining room. 

We there found a table covered with equal pro- 
pricty and magnificence Scarce were we feated when 
delightful mufick began to be heard in the next room : 
nothing, in fhort, was wanting that could render a 
repait agreeable  Detercille himfelf feemed to have 
forgot his melancholy in order to make us merry, he 
exprefled his paflion to me in athoufand manners, but 
always m a pleafant tone, without complaints or re- 
proaches. 

The day was ferene, and, with common confent, 
we agreed to walk when we arofe from table. We 
found the gardens much more extenfive than the 
houfe feemed to promife; art and fymmetry made 
themfelves admired by uniting to render the charms. 
of fimple nature more tranfportng. 

The end of our walk was a wood, which termi- 
nates this fine garden there fitting all four on ade- 
lightful turf, we began already to indulge that reverie 
which natural beauties naturally infpire, when, through 
the trees, we faw coming on one fide a company of 
peafants, properly drefled in their manner, preceded 
by fome inftruments of mufic, and, on the other fide, 
a company of young women, drefled in white, their 
heads adorned with flowers of the field, who -fung in 
a ruftic, but melodious manner, fongs, in which, to 
my furprize, I heard my own name often repeated. 

My aftonifhment was much greater, when the two 
compames being come up to us, the moft diftinguifh- 
ed manguitted his, kneeled down on one knee, and 
prefented to me, ina large bafon, feveral keys, with 
a compliment, which my perplexity did not fuffer me 
to underftand I only comprehended in it, that being 
the chief of the villagers m that country, he came to do 
me homage in quality of their fovereign, and prefent 
me with the keys of the houfe of which I was alfo the 
muftrefs. 

As foon as he had ended his harangue, he rofe to 


make room for the prettieft of the young seas 
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fhe prefented me with a bundle of flowers adorned 
with rbbands, which fhe accompamied alfo with 3 
fhost difcourfe in my praife, delivered with a good 
race 
: I was too much confufed, my dear 4za, to anfwer 
eulogies which I {o little deferved, otherwife, every 
thing that paffed had an air fo refembling that of 
truth, that many times I could not help believing 
what neverthelefs I thought incredible This thought 
produced an infinite many others, and my mind was 
fo engaged, that it was 1mpoffible for me to fpeak a 
word. If my confafion was diverting to the company, 
it was not fo to myfelf 

Deterville was the firft who took pity of me he 
made a fign to his fifter, who, after having given fome 
pieces of gold to the lads and laffes, and told them 
that thofe were the earneft of my kindnefs towards 
them, arofe, and propofed to take a tum into the 
wood 1 followed her with pleafure, mtending to 
have reproached her heartily for the diforder fhe had 
put me into butI had not tume, for fearce had we 
taken half a dozen fteps before fhe ftopped, and, 
looking on me witha fmilmg countenance, Confefs, 
Ziha, {aid fhe, that you are very angry with us, and 
that you wall be more fo if I tell you that this land 
and this houfe do in very truth belong to you 

To me? cned I Ah Cena, whether it be an af- 
front or a joke, you carry it too far Hear me, faid 
fhe, more ferioufly 1f my brother has difpofcd of 
fome parts of your treafure to purchafe it, and, inftead 
of the difagreeable fo1malities that would have been 
otherwife neceflary, referved to you only the furprife 
when the thing was done, would you hate us moi- 
tally for fo doing? Cannot you pardon us for Ra- 
ving procured you, at all events, {uch a dwelling as 
you have appeared to like, and for having fecured to 
you an independent hfe? You, this morning, figned 
the authentic deed that Pa you in pofleffion of both. 


Muimur 
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Murmur at us as muchas you pleafe, added fhe, {mi- 
ling again, if nothing of all tis 1s agreeable to you 

Oh my amiable fnerd' cried J, throwing myfelf 
at her feet, I have too lively a ferfe of your generous 
cares to exprefs my acknowledgment Thefe few 
words were ail I was able to utter, my fecret wifh 
having before been to have fuch an independency. 
Melung in rapturous tranfports, while I reflected on 
the pleafure I fhould have in confecrating to thee this 
charming abode, the multitude of my fentiments 
filed the expreffions of them I embraced Cehna, 
who teturned my careffes with the fame tendernefs ; 
and, after having given me time to recover myfelf, 
we returned to her brother and her hufband 

Trouble fexzed me again when I came near Deter- 
azlle, and caufed a frefh perplexity in my expreffions. 
I gave him my hand, which he kiffed without fpeak- 
ing a word, and turned afide to hide the tears he could 
not contain, which I took for figns of his fatisfaction 
on feeing me fo contented. I was fo moved myfelf 
as to fhed fome hkewife Celinza's hufband, lefs con- 
cemed than we at what had paffed, foon turned the 
converiation again iito a pleafant vern he compli- 
mented me on my new dignities, and prevailed on me 
to r2turn to the houfe, in order, as he faid, to exa- 
mine the defects of it, and fhew Deterville that his 
tafte was not fo good as he flattered himfelf 

Shall I confefs to thee, my dear za, that every 
thing on our way feemed now to put on anew form, 
that the flowers appeared more beautiful, the trees 
more verdant, and the fymmetry of the garden better 
laid out ? 

I found more conventency in the houfe, more riches 
inethe furniture, and the fmalleft trifle became now a 
matter of concern to me 

I ran through the apartments in fuch a rapture of 
joy, that I did not examine any thing nunutely the 
only place I ftopped in was aroom moderately large, 

furrounded 
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furrounded with cafes cunoufly wrought, and covered 
with gold, in which there were a great number of 
books of all colours, of all forms, and admirably 
neat I was fo enchanted, that I thought I could not 
have left them till I had read them ajl but Ce/na 
pulled me away, putting me m mind of agolden key 
which Detercille had given me. We endeavoured 
to make ufe of it, but our endeavours would have 
been vain, 1f he had not fhewn us the doorit was to 
open: which was fo artilicially concealed in the 
wainfcot, that it had been impoffible to difcover it 
without hnowimg the fecret : 

I opened it Lafuly, and ftood immoveable at the 
fight of the magnificence 1" Lad enclofed 

Tt was aclofet all brillant with glafs and painting 5 
the ground of the wairfcot was green, adoined with 
figures extremely well defigned, and imitating part of 
the fpoits aid ceremonies of the city of the Sun, in 
fuch manner as I had related them to Deter< lle 

Virgins were feen there reprefented in a thoufand 
places, in the fame diefs that ] wore when I came in- 
to France, and I was even told that they were hke 
me 
The ornaments of the temple, which I had left 
in the religious houfe, fupported by gilt pyramids, 
adoined all the corners of tlis magnificent cabinet. 
‘The figure of the Sun, fufpenced in the midft of a 
cieling painted with the moft beautiful colours of the 
heavens, compleated, by us luftre, the embellithment 
of this charming folitude , and commod:ous move 
ables, fuxed to the paintings, rendered the whole de- 
Iicious 

In examining more nearly what I was ravshhed to 
find again, I perceived tlat the golden chair was 
wanting though I avowed {peaking of it Detervzlle 
guciled my thoughts, end feized that moment to ex- 
prefs Jumfelf You fcarch in vain, faid he, fair Z:- 
fia the car of the fuwes, by a magical power, 1 
transformed into a hole, a yaiden, and an cftate af 
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Ihave not employed my own fcience in this meta- 
torphofis, 1t was net without regret, but it was ne- 
ceflary to refpect your delicacy See here, added he, 
(opening a little buffet that was deateroufly funk into 
the wall) thefe are the remains of the magical opera- 
tion At the fame time he fhewed me a ftrong box of 
pieces of gold, all of the French currency. You know, 
continued he, that this 1s not one of the leaft neceffary 
things among us, and I thought it my duty to preferve 
you a fmall provifion of it 

I began to exprefs my grateful thanks, and the ad- 
muration | wasin of fo many preventing cares, when 
C.4na interrupted me, and pulled meinto a room by 
the fide of this marvellous clofet. I would, faid fhe, 
fhew you the power of my art alfo Large drawers 
were then opened, full of rch filks, linens, ornaments , 
in a word, of whatever 1s worn in the drefs of wo- 
men, all in fuch abundance, that I could not help 
laughing, and afking Cefiza how many years fhe de- 
fired me to live, to make ufe of fo many fine things? 
Aslong as I and my brothe: live, anfwered fhe And 
for my part, rephed I, I defire vou may both live as 
long as I love you, and I am fure you will noi die 
before me. 

As I ended thefe words we returned into the temple 
of theSun (which 1s the name they gave to that won- 
derful clofer) and, having at laft frecdom of utter- 
ance, I expreffed the fentiments of my heart juft as I 
felt them What goodnefs! what atrain of virtues in 
thefe proceedings of the brother and fitter ! 

We fpent the reft of the day in the delights of con- 
fidence and friendfhip I endeavoured to regale them 
at fupper ftul more gayly than I had done at dinner 
t gave orders freely to the fervants, which I knew to 
be mine; joked upon my authority and opulence, and 
did all in my power to render thew own benefits 
agreeable to my benefactors. 

I fancied, 
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I fancied, however, that I perceived, in propor- 
tion as trme wore away, that Deterv:/it fell again 
into his melancholy, and even that Ce/na let drop 
fome tears between whiles but they both fo readily 
refumed a ferene air, that I again thought myfelf de- 
ceived 

I endeavoured to prevail on them to ftay fome days, 
and enjoy with me the good fortune they had pro- 
cured, This I could not obtain vecame back the 
fame night, promifing ourfelves to return fpeedily to 
my enchented cattle 

O my dear /za, how great will be my felicity 
when I can inhabit it wath thee ' 
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HE forrow of Detes v:l/e and his fitter, my dear 
Aza, has conunued to augment. fince ovr retura 
from my enchanted palace They areb. 1o dear 
to me, that I could not forbear being earneft with 
them to difcover to me the motive of it, but, feeing 
them obfinately filent upon the fubjett. I did not 
doubt but fome new musfortune had retaraed tny 
journey ° and, in a fhort time, my uneafinefs of which 
Idid not diffemble the caufe, overcame the 1efolution 
of my amuable friends 
Deterville confeffed that he had determined to con- 
ceal from me the day of thy arrival, in order to fur- 
prize me but that my mquitetude made him relin- 
quith his-defign in faét, he fhewed me a letter from 
the guide which he caufed to be appointed thee, and 
by the calculation of the time, and the place where 
it was wrote, he made me underftand that thou 
may’ft be here to-morrow, to-day, this very mo- 
ment , in short, that I have no more time to meafure 
til the inftant arrives which will crown all my vows 
Pe Having 


C162) 


Having gone thus far, Deteras/le did not hefitate 
telling me all the reft of his di‘pofitions he fhewed 
mé the apartment which he deftined for thee for 
thou wilt lodge here ull, united together, decency 

Tmits us to mhabit my dehkcious caftle I wall not 
ofe fight of thee any more, nothing fhall feparate 
ms Deterville has provided every thing, and con- 
vinced me more than ever of the excefs of his gene- 
Fofity. 

After he had given me thefe informations, I was 
no longer to feek for the caufe oF that forrow which 
devours him It 1s thy near arrival I pity him, I com- 
paflionate his grief, and with him an happinefs, inde- 
pendent of my fentments, which may be a worthy 
recompence of his virtue. 

[ diffemble even a part of the tranfports of my joy, 
that I may not imitate his pain. This 1s all I can do: 
but my own felicity engages me too 1 uch for me to 
ke-p it entirely hidden therefore, though I believe 
thee very near me, though my heart leaps at the leaft 
noife, though I interrupt my letter almoft at every 


word 6 run to the window, yer « connnue writing 
to thee, finding this relief to the trarfport of my heat 
necefiary ‘Thou art near mie, 5 truc. Puy ts ay 
abfence lefs real than if we were full feparared pean 

feas? Ido not fee thee: thoacanft not hearme why 
then fhould I ceafe to converfe with thee by the only 
means in my power? But a moment more, and I fhall 
{ee thee , but this monent does not yet exift. Can I 
better employ fo much of thy abfence as I am yet to 
bear, than by painting to thee the vivacity of my ten- 
dermefs ? Alas! thou haft hitherto feen it breathing in 
fighs only ' Let that time be far from me! with what 
tranfport it will be effaced from my memory | Axa, 
dear 4za ' how {weet 1s that name to me! Very foon 
T Shall no longer call thee in vain thou wilt hear ae 
and fly to my voice The moft tender expreffions of 


I am 
t thai) be the reward of thy Lafte 
pokes interrupted 
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interrupted. it is notby thee, and yet I muft quit 
this converfation with thee. 





[PROT Te Rew Xe 
To the Chevaker Deterville, af Mauta 


ERE you able, Sir, to forefee, without re- 

pentance, the mortal chagrin you were gomng 
to join tothe happinefs }ou had prepared for me? 
How could you have the cruelty to caufe your de- 
parture to be preceded by fuch agieeable circum- 
flances, by fuch weighty motives of gratitude, untefs 
it were to render me more fenfible of your deipair 
and your abfence * Though bet two days ago wrapt 
up in the {weets of frienafhsp. I now feel the moft bit- 
ter pains. 

Cehna, all affafed as fhe is, has but too well cx- 
ecuted your orders She prefented to me Aza with 
one hand, and your cruel letter with the other. At 
the completion of my vows grief darted throvgh my 
foul - wiule I found the objet of my tender love, I 
did not forget that I loft that of all my other fenti- 
ments Ah Dererwsl/e ’ how inkuman this once is 
your love. Butdo not hope to execute your unjuit 
refolution to the utmoft. The fea fhall not make a 
total feparation betwixt perfons fo dear to each other : 
my name fhall reach you: you fhall receive my let- 
ters, you fhall hear my prayers: blood and friend- 
fhip fhall refume their rights over your heart, and 
you fhall reftore yourfelf to a family, to which Iam 
refponfible for your lofs 

What! in recompence of fo many benefits, fhall I 
poifon your days, and thofe of your fifter ? Shall I 
break fo tender an umion? Shall I fix defpair in your 
hearts, while I fil! enjoy your bounties ? No think 
not of it. I look on myfelf with horror in a houfe 
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which I fill with mourning I acknowledge your cares 
in the good treatment I receive from Cela, at the 
very time when I could pardon her for hating me. 
But whatever thofe cares are, I rerounce them al], 
and remove for ever fiom a place which I cannot 
bear, un'e’s you return 

Deterville, how very blind you are! Vhat error 
is it that hurries you away in a aefign fo contrary to 
your views* You sould render me happy, and you 
oniy make me culpable +c. would diy up my tears, 
and yo: make them flow by your abfence you de- 
ftroy ail the fruit of your faciifice. 

Alas! you would have found but too much de- 
lignt in that intersew which you dreaded as fo very 
formidable | This Aza, the objeét of fo much love, 
isno more the fame Aza that I have pamted to you 
in fuch tencer colours. The coldnefs of his approach, 
the praifes of the Staxzards, with which he a hundred 
tumes interrupted the foft overflowings of my foal, 
the offenfive curefity, which fnatched him from my 
tranfports to vifit tne rarities of Parzs , all make me 
in dread of ills at which my heart fhudders Oh De- 
terville'! perhaps you may not be long the moft un- 
happy. 

If compaffion of yourfelf can work nothing on you, 
let the duties of friendfhip call you back SEP 
is the only afylum of unfortunate love If the alls 
that I dread fhould overwhelm me, what will you 
not have to reproach yourfelf with? If you aban- 
don me, where fhall I find a heart fenfible of my 
pains? Shall generofity, hitherto the moft potent of 
your paffions, give way at laft to difcontented love ? 
Wo, I cannot believe it~ fucha weaknefs would be un- 
worthy of you you are incapable of delivering your- 
{elf up to it but come and convince me, if you love 
your own glory, and my repofe. 
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Jo the Chevalier Deterville, at MAvLTa. 


TY you was not the moft noble of c.eatures, fir, I 
fiould be the moft abje&t If you had not the 
moft num-ne of Souls, the moft compafionate of 
hears, would 1t have been to you that I fhould have 
chofen to confefs niv fhame and my dcfpair* But 
alas! what remains for me to fear? why fhould I 
parfe ? Every thiuc to me 1s loft 

It 1s not the lofs of my hberty, of my rank, of my 
country, that Inow deplore they are not the 1n- 
quiet ‘des of an innocent tendernefs that now draw 
tears fiom me itis the violation of good faith, 1t 3s 
love defp.fed that rends my foul 4za@ is unfaithful! 
Aza unfaithful! What power have thofe fatal words 
over my foul t—— My blood 1s frozen——a torrent of 
¢€ars. 

I learned from the Spanzards to know misfortunes : 
but the laftis the moft fenfible of all their ftrokes. 
Itis they that have robved me of 4za’s heart , it is 
their cruel religion that renders me/@dious in his 
eyes That religion approves, it ordains infidelity, 
perfidy, ingratitude but it forbids the love of one’s 
neat relations If Iwasa ftranger, unknown, 4za 
might love me but, being united to him by the ties 
of blood, he muft abandon me, he muft take away 
my life without fhame, without regret, without re- 
morfe 

Alas! contradictory as this religion is, if nothing 
had been neceffary but to embrace 1t, in order to re- 
cover the good it had deprived me of, I could have 
fubmitted my mind to its ilufions, without corrupting 
my heat by its principles Inthe bitternefs of my 
foul, I demanded to be inftruéted in it. My tears 
were not regarded. I cannot be admitted into a {o- 
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tiety fo pure, without abandoning the motive which 
determines me to defire xt without renouncing 
my love, that 1s to fay, without changing my ex- 
iftence 

This extreme feverity, I muft confefs, ftruck me 
with awe at the fame time that my heart revolted 
againit it I cannot refufe a fort of veneration to laws 
that kill me But 1s it in my power to adopt them? 
And if I thould adopt them, what advantage would 
fies from it? 4za loves me not Oh, wretch that 

am !__ 

The cruel xa has preferved nothing of the can- 
dour of our manners, except that refpect for truth of 
which he makes fo cruel an ufage Seduced by the 
charms of a young Spanard, ready to be united with 
her, he confented to come into France only to difen- 
gage himfelf from the faith he had fworn to me, and 
to leave me without any doubt of his real fentiments. 
only to reftore to mea hberty which I deteit, or ra- 
ther, to take awav my life 

Yes, it 1s yn vain that he reflores me to myfelf; my 
heart 1s with him, and will be fo till death 

My life belongs to him let him take it from me 
but, let him love me 

You knew my misfortune Why then did you on- 
ly half inform*me of it? Why did you give me room 
for fufpicions only, which made me unjuft to you? 
Alas ' why do I impute this to you as a crime? I 
fhould not have believed you blind and prepoffefs’d, 
I fhould have fied to meet my fatal deftiny, have con- 
duéted her victim to my rival, and have now been 
—O ye Gods, fave me from this hornble image ' 

Detera:lle too generous friend! am I worthy to 
be heard > AmI worthy of your pity’ Forget my 
injuftice lament a wretch whofe efteem for you is 
Gill fuper.or to her weaknefs for an ingrate. 
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oT OTe RAVE 
To the Chevaher Deterville, at MALTA. 


Y your complaining of me, Sir, I know you are 
ignorant of the ftate from which I am juit drawn 
by the cruel cares of Ce/:za. How could I write to 
you? I thought no more If any fentument had re- 
mained in me, doubtlefs 1t would have been that of 
confidence in you But environed by the fhadows 
of death, the blood frozen in my veins, I was a long 
time ignorant of my own exiftence I forgot even 
my misfortunes - Why, O ye Gods, in calling me 
back to life, have you alfo recalled to me that fatal re- 
membrance ? 

He is gone! I fhall fee him no more! He flies me, 
he does not love me, he has told me fo every thing 
with regard to me 1s at an end. He takes another 
wife, and honour condemns him to abandon me ‘It 
is well cruel 4a’ Since the fantaftic hamow of Eurete 
has charms for thee, why doft thou not alfo imitate tie 
art that accompanies 1t? 

Happy French women you too are betray’ds but 
you long enjoy that error which would now be my 
only good lam Kiuéa cy ine MOrtai Diow while as 
is only preparing for you Fatal fincerity of my na- 
tion, doit thou ceafe then to be a yirtue? Courage, 
firmnefs, are you then crimes when occafion fo re- 

wires ? 

Thau haft feen me at thy feet, barbarous 4za, thou 
haft feen thofe feet bathed with my tears—and thou art 
fled—Horrble moment! why does not this remem- 
brance deprive me of life? 

If my body had not funk under the weight of my 
grief, .4za fhould not have trumph’d over my weak- 
nefs—te fhould not have gone alone I would have 
fo:lowed thee, ingrate, I would have feen thee, I would 
have died at leaft before thy eyes 

Deteeville, what fatal weaknefS has removed you 

to 
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to fuch a diftance from me! You would have fuccoured 
me what the diforder of my defpair could not have 
done your reafon, capable to perfuade, would have ob- 
tained perhaps 4za might fill hate been here Bur, 
Oh Gods! already arrived in Spain at the height of 
his blifs'—ufclefs regrets, fraitlefs defpair, boundlefs 
gnef overwhelm me! 

Seek not, fir, to furmount the obftacles which retain 
yOu at Ma/ta im order to return hatha, What would 
you do here? Fly a wretch who 1s no longer fenfible of 
your kindnefs, who 1s a toiment to herfelf, and wishes 
only to die 





lito Taek RKO IL 


AKE courage agoin, too generovs friend I 

vould not write to you till my days \ ere in 
fafety, and till, lef; agitated myfelf, I could calm 
your inguietudes I live fate will have ut fo, andI 
Submit to the laws of deftiny 

The cares of your amable fifter reftored my health, 
ard fome returns of reafon have fupported it The 
certainty that my misfortune is without remedy, has 
done the reft. I know that Aza 1s arnved in Spaim, 
and that his crime is compleat my grief 1s not extiné, 
but the caufe of it 1s no longer worthy of my regret. 
If any regret now remains in my heart, it 1s due only 
for the pains I have caufed you, for my eiror, for the 
wandrings of my reafon. 

Alas! in proportion as this reafon enlightens me, [ 
difcover its impotence What power has it in a de- 
folate foul? The excefs of grief throws us back to 
tne weaknefs of Childhood As in that firft age, fo 
in this, obyeéts only have power over us, the fight 
feems to be the only fenfe that has an imtimate com- 
munication with the foul. of this I have had woful ex- 
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As I recovered from the long and fenfelef lethargy 
into which I was plunged by the departure of sz, 
the firft defire that nature infpued me with, was to 
retire into that folitude which I owe to your provi- 
dennal goodnefs. It was not without difficulty that I 
obtained leave of Cehna to be conducted thither, 
There I found helps againft defpair, which neither 
the world nor friendfhip itfelf, could ever afford me. 
In your fifter’s houfe, even her converfation could never 
prevail over the obyeéts which inceffantly renewed in 
my mind the perfidy of Aza. 

The door by which Cena brought him into my 
chamber on the day of your departure and his ar- 
rival, the feat on which he fat, the place in which he 
denounced my mifery, and reftored me my letters, 
even the remembrance of his fhadow on the wain“ot, 
where I had obferved the proportions of it, all gave 
every day frefh wounds to my heart 

Here I fee nothing but what recals the agreeable ideas 
I received at the firft fight of the place I find nothing 
but the mage of your friendfhip, and that of your 
amiable fittes. 

If the remembrance of za prefents itfelf to my 
mind, it 1s under the fame afpeét which I then beheld 
him I think myfelf wanting for his arnval. I give 
way to this illufion as long as 1t13 agreeable to me if it 
quits me, I have recourfe to books, and read gieedily at 
the firft Infenfibly new ideas veil aver the horrid truth 
that environs me, and, atthe end, give fome relaxation 
to my forrow 

Shall I confefs that the fweets of liberty fometimes 
prefent themfelves to my imagination, and that T Isften 
to them? Amufed by agrecable objects, their pro- 
priety has charms which forces me to relifh them I 
confide in my own tafte, and rely but little on my rea- 
fon, I give way to my weaknefles, and combat thofe 
of my heart only by indulging to thofe of my mind. 
Hane maladies of the foul wall not bear violent reme- 
€llCy, 


Perhaps 
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Perhaps the faftidious decency of your nation does 
not permit to one of my age that independency and 
folitude in which I live whenever Ce/:za comes to 
fee me, fhe at leaft endeavours to perfuade me fo, but 
fhe has no: yet given me fufficient reafons to convince 
methatITamtoblame True decency 1s in my heart. 
It 1s not to the image of virtue that I pay homage, but 
to virtue itfelf I will always take her for the judge 
and guide of my actions. ‘To her will I confecrate 
my Ife, and to friendfhip my heart Alas! when will 
it have the undivided and uninteirupied poffeffion and 
fway ? 





Den h ER SAN Vullo and lat 
To skhe Chevalier Detexxille, at PARIS. 


T wasa'moft at the fame tame, fir, that Iread the 

news of your departure from Ma/ta, and that of 
your arnval at Paris Whatever the pleafure will 
be that I fhall tafle at feeing you again, it cannot 
overcome my concern oOccafioned by the bille: you 
wrote to me at your arrival 

How, Deterville, after having taken upon you to 
difiemble your fenuments in all your letters, after hav- 
ing given me room to hope that I fhould no longer 
have a paffion that afflifts me to combat, do you deliver 
yourfelf wp more than ever to 1is viole ice ? 

To what purpofe do you affect a deference towards 
me, which you contradiét at the fame inftant ? You afk 
leave to- fee me, you afflure me of a blind fubmiffion 
to my will, and yet you endeavour to convince me of 
fentiments the moft oppofite to fuch a fubirruifen This 
gives me di{pieafure, and, I affure you, I fhall never 
approve of {uch conduct . 

But fince a falfe hope feduces you, fince you give 
a wrong tum to my confidence, and the flate ay 

oul, 
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foul, it 1s proper I fhould tell you what are my refolu- 
tions, which are not to be fhaken like yours 

You flatter yourfelf in vain that you fhall caufe my 
heart to be put on newchains ‘The treachery of ano- 
ther does not difengage me from my oaths Would 
to heaven it could make me forget the ingrate bat, 
uf I could forget him, yet, true to my felf, } would 
not be peryurcd ‘The cruel 4za abandons a good that 
was deat to him his rights over me are not the 
lefs facred I may be healed of my paffion, but never 
can have any except for him All the fentiments 
that firendfhip infpires are yours, and I fhall be faith- 
ful to them You fhall enjoy my confidence and fin- 
cerity in the fame degree, and both fhall be without 
bounds All the lively and delicate fentiments, which 
love has diicovered in my heart, fhall turn to the ad- 
vantage of friendfhip 1 will Jet you fee, with equa 
opennefs of foul, my regret that I was not born in 
F,ence, and my invincible inclination towards 4zx@ 
how grateful it would have been to me that I had 
o.ved to you the advantage of thinking, and my eter- 
nal acknowledgment to him who procured me that 
bleiiing. We will read in each others fouls confi- 
dence as well as love, can give rapidity to time: there 
are a thoufand ways to make friendfhip inftruéting, and 
banifh from 1t all fatiety 

You fhall give me fore knowledge of your arts 
and fciences, and, in fo doing, tafte the pleafure of 
fupeniority I will make reprifal on you, by difcover- 
ing virtues in your heart which you did not know to 
be there You fhall adorn my mind with what may 
render it amefing, and enjoy the fruit of your own 
work I will endeavour to make the native charms 
of fimple friendihip agreeable to you, and fhall find 
myfelf happy in fucceeding 

Celina, by dividing her love betwixt us, fhall throw 
that gaiety into our converfations which they might 


otherwife want, What moie fhall we have to de- 
fire ° 


Your 
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Your fears that folitude may be hurtful to my 
health are grounclef, Beheve me, Deti.rarlle, foht- 
tude 1s never dange-ous but through idlenefs Con- 
tnually emnvloyed, I can ftnke out to myfelf new 
pleafures from every thing that ation would elfe ren- 
der infipid 

Without fearching deep into the fecrets of nature, 
-is not the fimple examination of its wonders fufficient 
wo vary and renew inceflantly occupations that are al- 
ways agrecable? Does life itfelf fufice to acquire a 
flight, but interefting knowledge of the univerfe, of 
What furrounds me, and of my own exiftence ? 

The pleafure of being that forgotten, unknown 
peafure to fo many mortals, this thought fo fweet, 
this happineis fo pure, Lam, Lhve, lexifi. 1s alone 
enough to convey blifs, if we remember it, if we en- 
joy it, if we know the value of it 

Come, Deterville, come, and learn of me to huf- 
band the refources of our fouls, and the benefits of 
nature. Renounce thofe tumultuous fentiuments, the 
imperceptible deflroyers of our being Come, and 
learn to know innocent and durable pleafures come, 
and enjoy them with me. You fhali find in my heart, 
in my fnendfhip, in my fentiments, all that 15 want- 
ing to indemnify you for the lofs of love 


The EN D. 
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